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September 2021 
From the Principal 

MIDDLE  SCHOOL NE WSLE TTE R  

A warm welcome back to all Aurora families, students, and staff. I hope that the summer 

provided opportunities to rest and recharge to prepare for another school year.  When some 

things changed in the world, others seemed to be the same at least for now. 

The most important thing that has not changed is our dedication to students’ safety while being 

provided the best education possible.  We are still maintaining safe measures such as sanitizing 

hands often when entering or exiting rooms and the building, cohorting in the school and at 

recesses, students do not share any school equipment or supplies with each other, masks are 

mandatory at all times except when eating and drinking, and parents are asked to perform the 

AHS daily health checklist.    

It is undeniable that the state of the world has caused much stress and anxiety in many families, but it is important to 

combat this by providing normalcy and stability as much as possible for the students. This means that it is important 

that the home environment is supportive of student learning, which includes a regular routine of completing 

homework, parents checking homework to make sure it is complete, signing the student agenda book, and making 

sure students are prepared with their materials for the next school day.  Parents need to be active partners in the 

education of the students and we look forward to working with families to provide a safe and successful school year.   

We also have new staff joining our school.  Mrs. Elizabeth Lund is the new Assistant Principal and will be also teaching 

grade 5 music. Mrs. Lund has extensive music and administration background and her introduction is later in this 

newsletter.  Two Educational Assistants (EA’s) have joined our school to continue providing academic support for our 

students each day. They are an important part of our commitment to providing resources to assist our students in 

bridging any learning gaps due to the prolonged online learning from home last year, developing students skills, and 

working with teachers as a team to provide successful learning strategies.  These 2 new EA’s introduced later in this 

newsletter.  Miss Kassidy Danyleyko is filling in for Mrs. Amanda Joblinski as she is away for two years working with the 

Ministry of Education.   We say goodbye to Miss Brittany Monteith as she moved to another city.  But we welcome 

back a familiar long-time teacher at Aurora. Miss Vanessa Tran is back teaching junior math.  Miss Olivia Meyer is also 

with us part-time working with the junior high classes. 

Our connection to each other was disrupted by the pandemic but we hope to continue building a stronger school 

community by inviting parents to join our school council, which is the volunteer group of parents committed to 

making the school a better place for all students and families. 

 More information on the School Council and how to contribute is found later on in the newsletter. 

Emails and the school newsletter are still the most efficient and fastest way to communicate to families. Please be 

sure to read the monthly newsletter as well as check your inbox regularly. Also be sure to check your Junk folder so 

that Aurora messages will get through.  We continue to plan the best daily school practices that we can, but 

sometimes things need adjustments as we go through the year.  We will communicate these changes or adjustments 

to parents as soon as possible while recognizing that we do not wish to overwhelm your email inboxes. 

Please reach out to  me if you have any questions or concerns that cannot be answered by the subject teachers.  

We remain dedicated to the success and safety of Aurora students and look forward to being in this (still) together! 

- Peter Dang, Middle School Principal 

 

 

 

Peter Dang 
Principal 

Middle School 
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From the Superintendent 
 

Dear families, 
 
We are thrilled to welcome students back into our classrooms for 
in-person learning this fall.  The teachers and administrators have 
been working hard this summer to ensure a smooth transition back 
to school, and though we are still struggling with pandemic-
related issues, we are confident that your children will continue to 
be safe and successful here at Aurora. 
 
Although we have commenced this year much as we left it with regard to COVID-
19 protocols, we are excited about the prospect of returning to normalcy.  Our 
goal, as we continue to safeguard our students, is to ignite their passion for learning, 
to focus on achievement, and to ensure not only the physical well-being of our 
students but to provide for their emotional and psychological well-being as well. 
 
In addition to augmented cleaning protocols, we have significantly increased our 
speech and language, occupational therapy, and counselling support services for 
students.  We have excellent relationships with Alberta Education and Alberta 
Health Services and we will ensure that your children are well taken care of. 
 
Again, welcome back.  There are not enough words to express our gratitude and 
thanks for all of the work you do as parents, as well as for your continued support of 
our dedicated and caring staff, as we work together to help your children grow this 
year. 
 
And together we will make this year an outstanding one for your children. 
 
Respectfully,  

Ian Gray, Superintendent 

 

 

 
Ian Gray 

Superintendent 
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Stat Holidays 
No School 
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It’s as simple as save and eat! 
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PARKING GUIDELINES & PICK-UP/DROP OFF 

Please review the parking 
guidelines outlining traffic flow 
direction. 

 

Please remember if you are 
dropping off or picking up a 
student, you must use the 
correct doors. 

 

Middle School (Gr 5 - 9) 

 

Elementary School (Gr K - 4) 
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September 2021 
GRADE 6 & 9 IMMUNIZATIONS 

Parents, please remember to let the school know if your 

child will be late or absent from class.   

You can leave a voice message at the school 24/7, or   

you can email Mrs. Bali at sbali@auroraschool.ca.   

ABSENCES CANNOT BE REPORTED BY STUDENTS.   

Grade 6 and 9 immunizations will be conducted 

at Aurora School on the following days, along with 

Immunizations that were delayed last spring: 

 

Grade 6 Immunizations (and Delayed Immunizations for other Grades) 

October 27 & 28 (all day) 

 

Grade 9 (and Delayed Immunizations for Gr 7/8) 

March 1 & 2 (all day) 

 

Grade 6 Immunizations (and Delayed Immunizations for other Grades) 

April 27 (all day) 
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Alternative Dress Days (ADD) 

Wednesday, September 29 – Orange Shirt Day  
                                                   (for National Truth and Reconciliation Day)  

Friday, October 29 – Orange or Black (no costumes)  

Friday, November 19 – Pink Shirt Day (National Anti-Bullying Awareness Week)  

Thursday, December 16 – Holiday Colors (White, Red, Green) 

Friday, January 27 – Favourite Color  

Monday, February 14 – St. Valentine’s Day (White, Red, Pink) 

Wednesday, February 23 – Pink Shirt Day  

Thursday, March 17 – St. Patrick’s Day (Green, Orange, Gold, Yellow) 

Wednesday, May 4 – Hats on for Mental Health  

Friday, May 13 – Dress your Best  

Friday, May 27 – Spring Colors (bright colors)  

Tuesday, June 28 – Athletic  
 

                    Students not participating must be in uniform.  
 

The theme (color) must be visible on the top, be apparent on the piece of clothing, and cannot be covered. Theme 
apparent accessories do NOT qualify.  Pants/bottoms must match the solid theme color or  be solid black bottoms, 
blue jeans or uniform pants. 

YELLOW BUS FEES 
The deadline for bus fees has been extended.  The 
Transportation Coordinator, Lisa Weidel will 
contact bus families to let them know when they 
can pay their bus fees. 
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September 2021 
SCHOOL UNIFORM UPDATE 

 
There is clarification needed to be made regarding Physical Education (PE) 
clothes. The first message that the principal sent regarding students changing 
into PE clothes refer to not using the gym change rooms.   
 
Due to COVID, students will not be using the 
changerooms. They are to come to school already 
dressed in their PE clothes on their PE days. They can 
wear their PE clothes all day, as long as it is their PE day.   
 
The Aurora PE clothes include: 
1.  The Aurora white T-shirt 
2. Aurora shorts or sweatpants 
3. The Aurora hoodies are only for the grades 7 to 9.   
 
All uniform items are obtained from Top Marks.   
 
If it is not their PE day, students are not allowed to wear their gym clothes 
including the Aurora hoodie in grades 7-9.  If you still have questions, please 
contact the PE teacher.  We apologize for any confusion.  
 
In their non-PE days, students should be in regular Aurora uniform clothes.  The 
uniform items are on the school website with the link to Top Marks, the uniform 
supplier.   
 
We understand that there have been delays for both the PE clothes and 
regular in-class clothes so there is a grace period allowed for students to have 
their uniform items arrive. If this affects your family or there are no items from Top 
Marks that fit properly, students will be allowed to wear clothing similar to Aurora 
colours as much as possible.  Please inform the principal if this is the case.     
 
All students should have their uniform items by September 30th.  Please inform 
the principal if your family is still having uniform issues by that date.  
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September 1, 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

We are pleased to inform you that Alberta Health Services (AHS), Public Health School 
Immunization Program is offering a dose of the 

COVID-19 vaccine to eligible students in Grades 7 to 12, who are born in 2009 or 
earlier on Thursday, September 9, 2021. 
 
Your child can get a dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech mRNA COVID-19 vaccine in school if 
they: 

• have never had a COVID-19 vaccine (this will be their first dose) 

• had their first dose of a COVID-19 vaccine at least 3 weeks ago (this will be their 
second dose) 

 

Attached to this message is a consent form and information about the COVID-19 
vaccine.  The consent form must be completed and returned to the school no later 
than Tuesday, September 7, 2021, if you wish for your child to participate. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact your school principal, Mr. Peter 
Dang. 

    COVID-19 School Immunization Consent   

Thank you, 

Ian Gray 

Superintendent 
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Student Assessment 

Dear Parents, 
  
Many of you send your children to Aurora Academic Charter School for academic 
rigour and superior education.  Over the years, we have communicated with you in a 
number of ways to keep you informed of how your children are faring in their studies.  
We have done this through email, phone calls, parent-teacher interviews, and formal 
report cards. 
  
As one of our professional learning goals, we are striving to capture your children's 
strengths by developing a cogent assessment, evaluation, and reporting process that 
we can use in future to ensure that our students are being holistically and accurately 
assessed in order to improve their learning and illustrate their skills and abilities to you, 
their parents.  During every professional development day, time will be set aside and 
teachers will be collaborating to develop this long-term initiative.  Both schools will be 
led in this project by Mrs. Kelly Laffin, who comes with extensive experience in this area. 
  
Please continue to read forthcoming newsletters for further information regarding this 
exciting program. 
 
Ian Gray 
Superintendent 

Research Coordinator 

Aurora Charter School is an innovative place with creative teachers. To encourage this 
innovation, we have created a new position, Research Coordinator, and we are 
making research a priority.  

The new Research Coordinator is Miss Wilson, who also teaches ELA 8-9. Teachers are 
encouraged to try new things, explore new ideas, and share their findings. We are 
looking forward to all of the exciting new ways our teachers improve the learning and 
school experience of our students!  

 

- Miss Wilson 
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Dear Aurora Families, 
 
I am very excited to be taking on the role of Assessment Coordinator.  I will be working 
with both students and teachers as we continue to develop this district initiative.  You 
will likely hear some new terms and information from the students and teachers as we 
continue implementing this in-depth and long-term goal. 
 
One of the first terms that I would like to share with you is “formative assessment”.  
While this term is new to neither the education world nor to Aurora, I would like to take 
this opportunity to explain some of the ways it will evolve as we move forward. 
 
Formative assessment is better thought of as “formative feedback”, providing students 
with timely and insightful feedback, with the goal of guiding them to improve their 
understanding of the material and outcomes.  This type of formative feedback may 
be from their daily classwork (or homework), entrance/exit tickets, mini-quizzes, etc., 
that will give the students the time to check their own understanding and allow the 
teachers to check in and provide support for improvement without a mark being 
recorded.   
 
This formative feedback is a like conversation between student and teacher, creating 
opportunities for growth before demonstrating their understanding on summative 
assessments (assignments, projects, tests, etc.), that are recorded in PowerSchool.  
Much like learning an instrument or a sport, formative feedback allows the students 
time to develop their knowledge and skills before a formal, summative assessment is 
evaluated and reported. 
 
Kelly Laffin 

Math 8 & 9; Social Studies 9 
Assessment Coordinator 

Assessment Coordinator 
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  Welcome Elizabeth Lund 
I grew up in St. Albert in a family of teachers, and recently 
moved from Slave Lake where I was a principal and teacher 
for 15 years.  I have a husband and four beautiful kids, and 
my youngest two daughters are in high school. My dad was 
an art teacher and he had the opportunity to teach for 3 
years in Germany on a base when I was in elementary 
school, so my family bought a trailer and traveled all over 
Europe in the summers and it was a fantastic experience! I 
am a musician so my favorite subject is music and I have 
been a youth music leader, band teacher, piano teacher, 
and play many instruments including the piano, ukulele, and 
African drum.  I enjoy meeting new people and learning 
about new cultures.  I also love to teach and help students, 
and I dreamed of becoming a teacher since the time I was 
a little girl. I believe each child is unique and has gifts and 
talents, and I am so excited to join Aurora Middle School as Assistant Principal.  It will be a great 
year!  

  Welcome Mackenzie Kohlman 
Hello Aurora Middle School! My name is Mackenzie 
Kohlman, and I am joining the support staff team for 
those who don’t know me. You will commonly find me 
hanging out in the learning commons or assisting in 
classrooms as needed. I am very passionate about help-
ing where I can and making learning a comfortable 
and fun experience for everyone! 

I started my career as an educational assistant right out 
of high school, working for Palliser Regional Schools in 
Lethbridge. I worked in a low German Mennonite school 
for two years, assisting in teaching English and running 
the school’s breakfast program. I was offered a job part-
time doing respite and home visits for families in crisis in 
Edmonton and relocated. In 2019 I was able to get a 
job with Edmonton Public Schools, where I did lots of 
subbing and was in and out of different classrooms eve-
ry day. During the pandemic, I made a career shift into healthcare which was an incredible ex-
perience. Still, I often found myself wishing I was working with children and in a school environ-
ment.  
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  Welcome Nadeen Kadri 
Allow me to introduce myself, my name is Mrs. Kadri and I am 
so excited to be one of the Educational Assistants at Aurora 
Charter School.  

I am a 2020 graduate of the NorQuest Early Learning and 
Childcare program, and began my career as a part time and 
substitute Educational Assistant at various Edmonton schools. 

My favourite parts of being an Educational Assistant are mak-
ing a difference in the lives of my students and watching 
them learn, have fun and grow on a daily basis.  

Some fun facts about me, my favourite colour is nude, I love 
DIY home improvement projects and I have been playing soccer since I was three! Oh, and 
you’ll probably always catch me with an oat milk iced latte  

Give me a wave when you see me in the hallways and come find me whenever you 
need to chat! Until then, I can’t wait to meet you all. 

  Welcome Kassidy Danyleyko 
Hi! My name is Kassidy Danyleyko. I graduated 
from the University of Alberta in June 2020 and 
then ventured 600 kilometers north to teach      
Science for a year!  

I have a love for the outdoors which has fueled 
my passion and inspiration to major in Biological 
Sciences and teach Science.  

Inside my classroom you will find an Oilers flag  
(Go Oilers!) and our class pet fish named Ariam.  
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  Welcome Vanessa Tran 
I am happy to be returning to Aurora this year.  Aurora 
has always felt like home since I started teaching here 
when I finished my Bachelor of Science Degree and 
Secondary Education After Degree.  Over my previous 
12.5 years at the school, I have taught different subjects 
including math, which is my passion, taken on various 
leadership roles and completed my Masters of Educa-
tion in Secondary Mathematics.   

For the past 2.5 years, I worked at Alberta Education 
overseeing and developing math assessments for pro-
vincial exams.  I learned a lot working with the provincial 
achievement sector and that experience has helped 
me grow as a teacher.  I look forward to this opportunity 
to teach math in the classroom again.   

In my spare time, I enjoy exploring Edmonton, volunteering in my community, attending theatre 
productions and shows, and spending time with family and friends.  

RED CHICKEN 

Grades 9C and 9D had a feathered 
friend come visit them as they are 
about to journey through their 
biological diversity unit! Red Chicken is 
a Pineapple Conure who has fallen in 
love with his fellow grade nines as they 
gave him lots of attention!   

Red 
Chicken 
helped 
the 
grade 
nines 
learn 
about 
diversity 
within 
species 
and physical/behavioural adaptations.  

Can you spot Red Chicken in the 
photo? 

FISHY FRIEND 

The 9C’s have gained a new family 
member as they have adopted a 
Beta fish into their science class!  
 

The aquarium will be used to help 
teach topics such as biology, water 
chemistry and animal behaviour. 
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02 Meet the Teacher (virtual)  ............................................................................ 6:00-7:00pm 

06 Labour Day Holiday (no school) 

07 Deadline to submit COVID-19 Immunization Consent Form (Gr 7-9 only) 

09 COVID-19 Immunizations (Gr 7-9 only) 

10 Policy Committee Meeting (Virtual) ............................................................. 5:00pm 

23 Board Meeting (virtual) ................................................................................... 6:30pm 

29 Alternative Dress Day - Orange Shirt Day and Terry Fox Run 

30 National Truth and Reconciliation Day (no school) 
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