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Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
Aurora School Ltd. 

RATIFIED 

October 21, 2004 

  

Issue # Issue Discussion/Action 

04-10-21-01 Call to Order Meeting called to order 7:40 pm 
 

 The AGM follows the Roberts Rules of Order 

 Members must address the floor before speaking. 

 Members are parents/guardian of students who 
currently attend Aurora School. 

 Proxy votes are allowed, but the form must be 
completed by the absent member prior to AGM. 

 Klaus Zerulla welcomed attending guests:  Gary 
Coskey, Darren Turchansky of Meyers Norris Penny. 

 The three main functions of the board are: 
o Act as trustees of Aurora School. 
o Establish policies 
o Delegate authority to the principal to govern day 

to day activities. 

 There are four board members and the chair.  As well 
as two ex-officio members consisting of the Principal 
and the Superintendent of Schools. 

 Aurora has excellent relations with Alberta Learning, 
Caritas Health Group, and the community. 

 The 2003 Board of Director members were: 
o Klaus Zerulla, Chair 
o Debra King, Director 
o Tim Werbiski, Director of Finance 
o Nazir Mulji, Director 
o Bruce George, Director 
o John Sproule, Ex-officio member 
o Ross Johnston, Ex-officio member 

 

04-10-21-02 Acceptance of 
Agenda 

Motion to accept the 2004-05 AGM agenda as presented 
made by: Heike Zerulla 
Seconded by:  Marlin Benedet 
Carried. 
 

04-10-21-03 Ratify Minutes 
of  2003-2004 
AGM Minutes 
– October 29, 
2003 

Motion to accept the 2003-2004 Annual General Meeting 
minutes as presented made by:  Shelley Britton 
Seconded by:  Nancy Mitchell 
Carried. 
 

04-10-21-04 Board of 
Directors 
Election – 

2004-2005 Board of Directors election: 
Director positions – 
Nazir Mulji (acclaimed) 
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Klaus Zerulla Ron Hiebert (acclaimed) 
Klaus Zerulla (acclaimed) 
Debra King (acclaimed) – Board Chair 
 
Klaus Zerulla introduced the Aurora Board of Directors for 
2004: 
Debra King (Chair), Klaus Zerulla (Director), Tim Werbiski 
(Director), Ron Hiebert (Director), and Nazir Mulji 
(Director). 
 

 Parent Council 
Election – 
Steve 
Simmons 

 Steve Simmons thanked the 2003-2004 Parent Council 
for all their hard work and dedication over the past 
year, as well as the many volunteers who helped out. 

 Some fundraisers held by Parent Council were:  
Entertainment Books, Spell-A-Thon, and Hot Lunch.   

 Parent Council purchased a coin sorter, materials for 
wall logo, paper for parent directory, materials for 
APPEGGA competition, prizes for year end awards, t-
shirts for journal games to name a few. 

 Parent Council issued the Parent Survey and Teacher 
Survey.  These surveys are useful when dealing with 
Alberta Learning and helps to identify issues among 
members. 

 Members urged to help out in Parent Council or help 
with the many fundraisers supported by them.   

 
The 2004-2005 Parent Council are acclaimed and are: 
Rosemary Serafinchon 
Don Wilson 
Leona Sellyeh 
Elizabeth Emslie 
Darlene Zelazo 
Melanie Kabarchuk and Amanda Joblinski (Teacher 
representatives) 
 

04-10-21-05 Chairman’s 
Report – 
Klaus Zerulla 

 We had another good year.  We retained all our 
teachers, added a new portable, and had the best 
achievement test results ever.  We continue to have a 
large waiting list.  The Facilities Committee have made 
much progress and have started negotiations for a new 
facility.  Our financial position is very strong. 

 
Elections were all by acclamation.  Members were urged 
to join some of the positions on the Board of Directors and 
Parent Council. 
 

 Facilities 
Update –  
John Sproule 

 Facilities Committee for 2003-2004 consisted of Bruce 
George, Ross Johnston, John Sproule, Ron Hiebert, 
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and Steve Simmons. 

 This is Aurora’s ninth year at the Cabrini Centre 

 Aurora has an excellent relationship with Caritas Health 
Group. 

 We are concerned about facilities due to government 
health budgets changing, resulting in the Cabrini 
Centre may be needed by Caritas Health Group. 

 Aurora is always on the look out for new facilities. 

 We have checked out Stratford Campus and available 
space at West Edmonton Mall without much success. 

 
Cameron Heights. 
We are current exploring the opportunity for a facility in the  
Cameron Heights development (near bridge by Anthony 
Henday).  It is a five acre site which will meet our 
requirements nicely, perhaps even allowing us to expand 
into high school.   

 Apologies were made to Aurora members for being 
secretive about negotiations due to such opponents as 
Edmonton Public School. 

 The key to gaining this site is the rezoning of the land.  
Hearing at city council took place in August 2004.  
Once rezoned, Cam Allard would buy site and give to 
Aurora School.  Edmonton Public came to August 
meeting and made remarks about wanting site despite 
school site not on their 10 year plan and not planning to 
build.  Meeting ran out of time and will reconvene 
November 2, 2004 at 3:45 p.m. 

 Developer will rezone multi family area to give Aurora 
site.  Developer very anxious to have Aurora School in 
their area.  Homeowners required to make a $2000 
donation per lot to go toward the construction of the 
new school. 

 Aurora is taking things serious but are not overly 
hopeful.  Time frame is breaking ground before 2006.  
Plans do not include abandoning the Cabrini Center as 
Aurora will develop a parallel site at Cameron Height.  
Doors could open September 2011. 

 
1.  Aurora’s commitment is to present parents.  We will not 

do anything to dilute the Aurora program. 
2.  We are determined not to jeopardize our strong 

financial position. 
3.  Our tenure is not over at Cabrini at this time.  Five 5-

year renewals equal a 25 year lease at Cabrini center.  
Our land lord here is Alberta Infrastructure who are 
responsible for finding facilities for schools.  We could 
not have better landlords and they look after our school 
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needs. 
 
Questions. 
Q.  Do we want letters of support from parents? 
A.  Not sure what would impress City Council.  Edmonton 

Public has now amended their policy not allowing 
Charter Schools facilities.  They have offered us 
Sherbrooke and LaPerle Schools.  We will let City 
Council know that in our letter to Edmonton Public that 
our first support is to the Cameron Heights 
development. 

Q.  Progressive academy was considered – why did we 
not follow up. 

A.  They were only offering half the school – which did not 
meet our needs. 

 

 Facilities will be a key element in our board agenda 
over next two years.   

 

04-10-21-06 Financial 
Report – Year-
End 2003 – 
Darren 
Turchansky 

Darren Turchansky, Meyers Norris Penny, presented the 
highlights of the 2003 Audited Financial Statement. 
 

 Darren Turchansky thanked Aurora parents and the 
board and administration for being able to serve as 
auditor for Aurora School. 

 Audit Report – The financial statements are the 
responsibility of the school’s administration with the 
Auditors reporting their opinion, and again this year it is 
an unqualified opinion. 

 The auditors meet with board and school administration 
as part of the audit process. 

 Did not note any errors or problems during audit. 

 Make recommendations to the Board on internal 
controls. 

 Any changes are approved at the Board level. 

 Darren Turchansky reviewed the 2003-2004 financial 
statements noting the following: 

o School fiscial year ended August 31, 2004. 
o He noted we have sufficient funds to meet its 

financial business requirements. 
o Current surplus is $420,000. 

 The floor was opened for members to ask questions 
regarding the presented financial statements.  No 
questions were asked. 

 
Motion to accept the 2003-2004 Audited Financial 
Statements as presented made by:  Ron Hiebert 
Seconded by:  Marlin Benedet 
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Carried. 
 
Gary Coskey merged with Meyers Norris Penny this past 
year and Meyers Norris Penny performed the audit for us.  
Discussions in this regard took place at the board level 
and they recommend Meyers Norris Penny as auditors for 
2004-2005 fiscal year.  We will revisit issue at the end of 
next year. 
 
Motion to reappoint Meyers Norris Penny as the auditors 
for Aurora School Ltd. made by:  Rene Mella 
Seconded:  Heike Zerulla 
Carried. 
 

04-10-21-07 Message from 
Students’ 
Council – 
Rosalina 
Hicks 

Message from Student Council President – Rosalina Hicks 
 

 Rosalina has attended Aurora School since 1996.  She 
has been on council as a class representative for last 
couple of years.   

 
2004-2005 Student Council: 
Rosalina Hicks - President 
Allie Brownridge – Vice President 
Averi Iwaniuk - Secretary 
Rodney Mella – Treasurer 
Saleem Valji, Holly Magyar – Fundraising Coordinators 
Kelcey King, Julia Gangji – Grade 9 Grad Coordinators 
Christina Cleland – 9C Classroom Rep. 
Neil Kravets – 9L Classroom Rep. 
Maegan Robinson-Anagor – 8V Classroom Rep. 
Malika Ladha – 8D Classroom Rep. 
Bianca Calcines – 7B classroom Rep. 
Sophia Nathwani – 7R Classroom Rep. 
Mrs. Laffin, Mrs. Joblinski - Supervisors 

 

 Student Council has many plans in the motion for this 
year and we are open to new ideas.  Trying to make 
this an exciting year. 

 Student Council is going to a Student Council 
Conference at the Lancaster Military Base this 
weekend.  Student Council have attended previously 
and received many benefits from this conference. 

 Plans for many fundraisers such as chocolate almond 
sales, bake sales, movie nights, candy-grams, and 
raffles to name a few. 

 Looking to have Haunted House again this year, as 
well as an illusionist and juggler. 

 Other endeavors being considered are Operation 
Christmas Child, Adopt a Teen, and Urban Manor. 

 Student Council hopes this year will be as good or 
better than last year. 
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04-10-21-08 Question 
Period 

Questions. 
Q.  Is facilities going to be delayed for years.  Current 

students will not benefit from new facilities.  Can 
current facility be upgraded such as lockers and 
washrooms in view of being here for a couple of years. 

A.  Working with landlord on upgrades such as floors, etc.  
There is not much that can be done with current 
washroom plumbing.  Lockers upgrades maybe 
possible, but are expensive. 

 
Q.  How much do we have in our capital reserve for the 

school? 
A.   Aurora has $3M in our capital reserve for a new 

school. 
 
Q.  What is the projected cost for a new school? 
A.  $7 - $14 million depending on size and equipment.  If 

we can stay here for a few more years, we can build in 
stages and this will help offset costs of building. 

 
Q.  Is their any money from Alberta Infrastructure? 
A.  Charter Schools receive no money from the Alberta 

Government.  Aurora would get $4 million in donations 
from developer to help with the cost of building a new 
facility. 

 
Q.  If building school for 400 students this would relocate 

Aurora students.  What about Cameron Heights 
children and the waiting list? 

A.  Aurora wants to keep this facility to help offset students 
at new school. 

 
Q.  Elections by acclamation.  Parent thinks that it should 

be reworded. 
A.  Nominations were asked for Oct 7.  If we exceeded 

nomination positions then it would be considered.  Had 
enough nominations, and bylaws indicate that we could 
not open to the floor as nominations had to be in before 
the deadline. 

Q.  Fundraising – What about casino and bingos?  They 
would help Parent Council to better fundraise.  Has 
Aurora considered this? 

A.  Debra King.  First answered about elections.  Every 
year we have nominations for two directors come up 
each year.  Parents are advised of this each year.  
Bingos are addressed each year, as well.  Issue is 
regarding how casinos are structured and our charter.  
Our lawyers advise that we need to be very careful.  
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Are looking at it via the creation of a Foundation. 
 
Q.  Now that we are staying longer – What about a 

playground?  Are we looking at building a playground? 
A.  Aurora has an defacto lease.  There is no guarantee 

that we will be here for another 15 years.  What if we 
get the word from landlord that we have to leave, is the 
risk factor if we build a playground.  Facilities 
Committee needs to look at this and determine how a 
playground fits into big picture.  Debra King noted that 
we have money set aside for building a playground but 
this year as in past, we don’t know how long we are 
going to be here.  There are concerns over what we do 
with the playground structure if we have to move.  Next 
September we will have a better sense where we are 
with Cameron Heights and where Caritas is with the 
Cabrini Center.  Would to prefer to put money toward 
Cameron Heights. 

 
Q.  Why for the past eight years why do we keep talking 

about it.  It is not that hard to take playground 
equipment out. 

A.  Some equipment is very hard to take out.  Also we 
have to meet specifications with respect to insurance.  
Underground tunnel and other underground equipment 
a problem.   

 
Q.  My kids have been here eight years and have not 

missed a playground. 
A.  Yes, children do manage to find things to do and have 

fun at recess.  We know it has been on the agenda for 
a while, but it also been uncertain on how long we are 
going to stay here.  We also have concerns over 
playground supervision and injuries. 

 
Q.  How much time would we get if Caritas terminated the 

lease. 
A.  The first question is where would we move?  Working 

relationship is very good with Caritas.  It was also noted 
that Alberta Infrastructure is Caritas’s landlord. 

     If we have to move they would give us enough time.  It 
would be a slow move over time.  Will try to set up a 
staged transition if possible. 

 
Q.  Why can’t Aurora afford new French books, i.e. 

Carnival Duotangs? 
A.  The textbooks are out of print but Aurora has not found 

a better program to cover all the grades.  Carnival 
Program is a very good program. 
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Q.  Has Alberta Learning not come up with new resource 

materials? 
A.  We have not looked at them because teachers are 

happy with the materials.  If we have to look new 
resources we will. 

 
Q.  What about Social Studies materials and costs?   

Material costs for Aurora school rising.   Focus is to 
instruct students. 

A.  We are not cutting programs.  Social Studies 
curriculum is evolving and the new curriculum has been 
delayed many times.  If we buy new the new resources 
at this time they may become obsolete in a short time.  
We want to buy new texts but it would be foolhardy to 
buy materials at this time. 

 
Q.  Is the computer room upgrade fixed and working? 
A.  Yes, problems have been solved computer lab is 

running very good.  There were tough times two years 
ago, but is now working fine and is always busy. 

 

04-10-21-09 Adjournment Motion to adjourn the Aurora School Annual General 
Meeting on October 21, 2004 made by:  Nancy Mitchell 
Seconded by:  Shelly Britton 
Carried. 
 

 
Certified as approved by the Aurora School Board Chairperson ___________________ 

        Secretary _____________________ 
 
 


