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From the Acting Principal 

MIDDLE  SCHOOL NE WSLE TTE R  

This year saw many "firsts" as we have done things 
we've never tried before.   

Term 2 started with allowing families to choose for 
their child(ren) to learn at-home or in-school and 
that opportunity forced changes to be made, such 
as a re-shuffling of some homeroom classes and 
students moved around.  Bumps were seen along 
the way but we sorted through them.  We thank 
you for your support and patience as we navigate 
these changes and the challenges they posed.    

As the holidays come closer, it will be a very different holiday 
season like no other that we've ever had.  I strongly encourage 
families to continue to make decisions to keep families safe by 
following provincial safety and health guidelines so that 
the greater community (including the school) can stay safe upon 
our return in January.   

This will be the last Middle School newsletter until February.  Dur-
ing this holiday season, I hope that students, staff, and Aurora 
families take the time for a much needed rest.  It is a chance to 
recharge and reflect on what is important in our lives.  It could be 
family, health, education, or community.  Be safe, enjoy 
the holiday season, and I hope to see you again soon.    

 

 

- Peter Dang, Acting Principal    

Peter Dang 
Acting  

Principal 
Middle School 
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Annual General Meeting 
Our Aurora School Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) was held November 26, 
2020. We would like to thank the 
parents who attended this virtual 
meeting.  It is through strong parent 
support that Aurora continues to find 
great success. We would like to take this 
opportunity to welcome the three 
acclaimed board directors: Tejinder 
Bansal, Arlene Huhn, and Brandon 
Plaizier. We also thank out-going board 
members Felix Amenaghawon and 
Nokuthula Sithole for their dedication 
and service to Aurora School.  
 
2020-2021 Board of Directors 
· Tejinder Bansal 
· Keira Hanrahan 
· Zahida Hirani-Saran 
· Arlene Huhn (Board Chair) 
· Robert Kossick 
· Shazin Mohamed-Standing 
· Brandon Plaizier 

 
COVID-19 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all families for their continued 
support as we navigate through this 
challenging time together. We truly 
appreciate you keeping us informed of 
your children’s health status, keeping 
children home when sick, and 
remaining flexible during shifts to at-
home learning. Together we are 
stronger! 

 

Holiday Wishes 
On behalf of the Central Office 
team, I would like to wish you and 
your family a safe and healthy 
holiday season. Although this 
holiday will likely look different 
than any other year, I hope that 
everyone has a chance to find 
joy with those close to them.  

 

- Janet Rockwood,                     
Acting Superintendent  

Janet 
Rockwood 

Acting 

 Superintendent 

From the Acting Superintendent 
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&ƌŝĚĂǇ͕��ĞĐĞŵďĞƌϭϴ 
 

School Closed 
 

There is no school for  
students on this day.  

 

KƉĞƌĂƟŽŶ��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�&ƵŶĚƌĂŝƐĞƌ�ŝƐ�Ă�ĐŽŽƉĞƌĂƟǀĞ�ĨƵŶĚͲ
ƌĂŝƐĞƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐ�ůŽĐĂů�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ǁŝƚŚ��ŽƐƚŽŶ�WŝǌǌĂ�ƌĞƐͲ
ƚĂƵƌĂŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ĞĂƌŶ�ĐĂƐŚ�ďĂĐŬ͘�^ƚĂī͕�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ�
ĐĂŶ�ĚŝŶĞ�Ăƚ�ĂŶǇ�EŽƌƚŚĞƌŶ��ůďĞƌƚĂ��ŽƐƚŽŶ�WŝǌǌĂ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞůƉ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĞĂƌŶ�ϱй�ĐĂƐŚ�ďĂĐŬ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĞ-ƚĂǆ�ƚŽƚĂů�ŽĨ�
ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ƌĞĐĞŝƉƚƐ͘� 
 
ϭ͘ �Ăƚ�Ăƚ��ŽƐƚŽŶ�WŝǌǌĂ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϭ͕�ϮϬϮϬ�ĂŶĚ�

:ƵŶĞ�Ϯϲ͕�ϮϬϮϭ� 
Ϯ͘ ^ĂǀĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞĐĞŝƉƚƐ� 
ϯ͘ ^Ƶďŵŝƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞĐĞŝƉƚƐ�ƚŽ�DƌƐ͘��Ăůŝ�Žƌ�DƌƐ͘�:ŽďůŝŶƐŬŝ�ďǇ�

:ƵŶĞ�Ϯϲ͕�ϮϬϮϭ 
>ĂƐƚ�ǇĞĂƌ��ƵƌŽƌĂ�DŝĚĚůĞ�^ĐŚŽŽů�ĐŽůůĞĐƚĞĚ�ŽǀĞƌ�$5000 ŝŶ�
�ŽƐƚŽŶ�WŝǌǌĂ�ƌĞĐĞŝƉƚƐ͘ 

KƉĞƌĂƟŽŶ��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�
&ƵŶĚƌĂŝƐĞƌ� 

It’s as simple as save and eat! 

 
 

�ŽĂƌĚ�DĞĞƟŶŐƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŚĞůĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ƚŚŝƌĚ�dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇ�ŽĨ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŵŽŶƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƌĞ�
ŚĞůĚ�ŽŶůŝŶĞ�ŝŶ�ĐŽŵƉůŝĂŶĐĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐŽĐŝĂů����

ĚŝƐƚĂŶĐŝŶŐ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƟŽŶƐ͘� 

DĞĞƟŶŐƐ�ďĞŐŝŶ�Ăƚ�ϲ͗ϯϬƉŵ͘ 

dŚĞ�ŶĞǆƚ��ŽĂƌĚ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ŝƐ�ƐĐŚĞĚƵůĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�
Thursday, December 10. 

 

WůĞĂƐĞ�ŶŽƚĞ�ƚŚĂƚ��ƵƌŽƌĂ�ŝƐ�
Ă�ƉĞĂŶƵƚ�͞�t�Z�͟�

ƐĐŚŽŽů͊�/Ĩ�Ăƚ�Ăůů�ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ�
ƉůĞĂƐĞ�ƚƌǇ�ƚŽ�ĂǀŽŝĚ�����

ƐĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵĂǇ�
ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶ�ŶƵƚƐ�ŝŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�

ĐŚŝůĚ͛Ɛ�ůƵŶĐŚ͘� 
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PREPARING FOR COVID-19 NOTIFICATIONS   

In the event the school is required to notify families of the need to isolate students at home 
due to contact with a known COVID-19 case, the following steps are taken: 

1. Only the parents who are affected will be notified by phone of the required isolation with 
details.  Please take a moment to check your FamilyZone account to ensure that your 
phone numbers and email addresses are correct.  Please understand that we work as fast 
as we can to notify families but sometimes it takes longer as we have many families to 
reach in a short amount of time.  

2. Only the students and staff who are affected will be told of the isolation requirement and 
instructions.   

3. Teachers will contact the affected class(es) about continuing their learning online through 
Google Meet the following day.   The students affected will be expected to attend all 
classes online and complete school work as normal until their return to the school.    

4. A general email will be sent out to all Aurora families.  

5. AHS can contact the school well into the evening which will then require a lengthy 
process to reach the notification stage for families. We do not expect our families to 
constantly check emails or voice messages throughout the night. However, we would 
advise families to check your email and voice messages prior to the start of the school 
day for any emails notifying them of the need to isolate students at home as a 
precaution.    

6. AHS recommends that affected students get a COVID test but that is up to the parents to 
decide. AHS will send the affected parents an email with instructions and a return date to 
the school.  But be aware that this may take a while.   

Thank you for your continued cooperation and understanding as we navigate through this 
together.  

         - Peter Dang, Acting Principal 

DRESS APPROPRIATELY 

We remind parents to ensure that students are 
appropriately dressed for the weather as it is getting 
colder.       
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Tuesday, December 8 at 7:00 p.m. 

Watc h y our  em ai l  to  r eg ist er !  

Children are naturally worriers. As they learn and grow, they come across 

many new situations and these new situations cause fear and worry. As their 

fear and worry goes unaddressed anxiety often begins to develop. Childhood 

anxiety looks like many different things. Some children experience tummy 

aches and headaches, others refuse to leave the house, and sometimes 

school performance decreases significantly. In a world full of COVID children 

are experiencing an insurmountable amount of worry, which is leading to a lot 

of childhood anxiety.  

 

Join me to learn about supporting children with anxiety. We will go through 

basic brain development and what happens to the brain when a person 

experiences anxiety. We will talk about how COVID is increasing anxiety rates 

in children and we will discuss ways to support them. 

  

Sarah Gallagher, BA, MA 

Registered Provisional Psychologist 



FORGOTTEN ITEMS AT HOME 
 
Forgotten things at home such as lunches, water bottles, backpacks, homework, agen-
das, etc. brought to the school during the day will not be accepted at the school due 
to COVID-19 safety measures. 
 
Please do not forget to pack eating utensils. 

 
 Disposable cups will be given to students to use for the day if they for-
get their water bottles. 

 
Emergency snack kits will be provided at the office to students who forget their lunch 
kits.    
 
It is important that students tell their teachers or Mrs. Bali if they  forgot something im-
portant at home so that we can help the student stay healthy and safe.  

Page 9 MIDDLE  SCHOOL NEWSLE TTER  

December 2020 

Who says Imperialism has to be boring!  Grade 7’s enjoying some Social Studies 
gamification with a game of Risk. 

(Mrs. Leong) 
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Alternative Dress Days (December – June 2021) 

December  
· Friday, December 4 – Let It Snow Day (snowflakes, silver, white, grey, blues) 

· Thursday, December 17 – Holiday Spirit Day (red, green, white) 
 

January  
· Friday, January 15 - Stripes 

· Thursday, January 28 - Travel (where have you travelled?) 
 
February 

· Friday, February 12 - St. Valentine’s Day (red, pink, white) 

· Wednesday, February 24 - Pink Shirt Day (anti-bullying)  
 
March  

· Friday, March 5 - Polka Dots and Crazy Socks  

· Wednesday, March 17 - St. Patrick’s Day (green, gold, yellow, orange) 
 
April  

· Tuesday, April 13 - Dress Your Best* 

     *Photos: Middle School photos tentatively booked 
 
May 

· Tuesday, May 4 - Hats on for Mental Health  

· Friday, May 28 - Your Favourite Color 
 
June  

· Thursday, June 3 - Summer Casual/Hawaiian    

· Friday, June 25 - Sports Jersey 
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School Council and Aurora Fundraising Society Message 
 

Our December meeting will be held on December 2, 2020 @ 6:00pm. The meeting will be 
held through google meets, the link will be located on the Aurora Website under School 

Council. 
 

https://www.auroraschool.ca/school-council 
 

We hope to see you all there!   
 

Fundraising Updates: 
 

FLIPGIVE 
 

Flipgive is an easy and effective way to earn funds for our school while purchasing items 
you actually need and gifts for the holidays! Shop your favourite brands and stores 

online, through the Flipgive app and in-store and the company donates a percentage 
of the item price back to the school. 

 
Please see the attached instructions as to how to get the APP! 

 
Thank you for all of your support and have a safe and happy holiday season! 

 
 
Please join our Facebook group for reminders and information that we post, just search  

“Aurora School Council” and ask to join! 
 

 
 

You can also email us if you have questions or concerns: 
 

schoolcouncil@auroraschool.ca 
 

or 
 

fundraising@auroraschool.ca 
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FLIPGIVE! 

 

Flipgive is an easy and effective way to earn funds for our school while purchasing items you 
actually need and gifts for the holidays! Shop your favourite brands and stores online, 
through the Flipgive app and in-store and the company donates a percentage of the item 
price back to the school.  

 

The school will simply get paid whenever you shop, dine out, book hotels, and activities. 
Shop online or buy eGift cards with popular brands like Amazon, Sport Chek, Indigo, 
Starbucks, Esso, Superstore, and many more. 
 

Best of all: it’s free and easy to use!  
 

How It Works From Your Computer: 

· Visit www.flipgive.com/join  

· Create your account: name, email, and password 

· Enter the team invite code: XWK4X6 

· Select a subgroup: elementary or middle school 

· Sign up and start shopping! 

From your phone: 

Download the mobile app and make purchases through the app for added convenience. 
Simply search “Flipgive” in your phone’s app store - it’s free! 

 

 � �
����·V�025(� 

 
Questions or concerns? Please contact fundraising@auroraschool.ca  

Thank you for supporting the Aurora Fundraising Society! 
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All Hard Work Yields a Profit! 
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