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Welcome Mr.  Balchan!! 
My name is Stephen Balchan. I attended 
the University of Alberta where I obtained 
my Bachelor of Education in Secondary 
Science Education in 2016. Originally, I 
worked at Aurora Charter School in the 
Learning Commons as a Technology as-
sistant. This eventually lead to me be-
coming a Supply Teacher at Aurora start-
ing in 2017. Since then, I have been a 
Supply Teacher at Aurora as well as a 
supply teacher for other boards such as 
Edmonton Public Schools and Suzuki 
Charter School. I am honoured and de-
lighted to become part of the excellent 
teaching team at Aurora as the Elemen-
tary and Middle School Options teacher. 
As a member of the staff, I will strive my 
best to provide high quality education to 
our students that reflects the vision of Au-
rora. Thank you again for this opportuni-
ty.   
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February 
From the Principal 

Peter Dang 

Principal 

Middle School 

Welcome back from holidays and to 2019, everyone!  I hope that you all had a 
warm and enjoyable holiday season.   

As we start a new calendar year and work through the second half of the 
year, please keep in mind a number of new developments that have been an-
nounced previously through email.  We first welcome Mr. Ian Gray as the new 
Assistant Principal and we bid Ms. Vanessa Tran the very best in her new role 
at Alberta Education on February 1, 2019.  We also welcome back Mr. Ste-
phen Balchan, who will be teaching options 8 & 9 for the rest of the year. 

The  Homework Calendar website has undergone a revision and now only in-
cludes tests and project due dates.  Teachers, students, and parents should be 
using the Agenda book for daily homework and communication as we have 
always done.  Alberta Education has mailed out to parents the Accountability 
Pillar Survey with a special unique code for each survey.  It can be completed 
and submitted via paper or online by February 22, 2019.  It is a very important 
part of our documentation that provides feedback on the school's perfor-
mance.  Please read the information sheet that the school has sent you prior 
to completing the survey.        

2019-2020 School Calendar 
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Board Meetings 
Superintendents’ Corner 
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We thank NAIT Provost Kevin Shufflebotham and NAIT Academic Head John 
Kent for their visit to Aurora Academic Charter School on January 15, 2019.  
Kevin and John shared positive comments for our exemplary teaching and 
learning team, programs, students, staff, and facilities.  We are currently 
exploring possible future partnerships in learning and research with NAIT 
and other post-secondary learning institutions in Alberta. 

This time of year Alberta Education engages our parents, students and 
teachers in the Accountability Pillar Surveys to provide important and time-
ly feedback for our teaching and learning team.  Surveys have been mailed 
to our Grade 4 to 9 parents by Alberta Education.  Our Grade 4 to 9 stu-
dents and teachers will be completing the surveys as well.  Do not hesitate 
to contact your school principal for any further information or support on 
this important Alberta Education Accountability Pillar Survey process for 
our Aurora teaching and learning team.   

Our research partnership with the Simon Fraser University – Dr. Malcolm 
Steinberg MD MSc Principal Investigator, University of Alberta, Aurora Aca-
demic Public Schools and Edmonton Public Schools will continue to grow 
and involve more parents over the next 5 months.  This project is funded by 
Alberta Education Research Unit and will provide an opportunity for par-
ents to share their feedback on the parent-teacher interview process and 
their perceptions on social connectedness to our Aurora teaching and 
learning organization and culture.  University of Alberta researcher, Nicole 
Ofosu (Public Health, University of Alberta) will be working with parents in 
both Aurora and Edmonton Public Schools in both interviews and focus 
group discussions.  We look forward to hearing from our parents as we 
work together to improve parent-teacher interview processes and a strong 
sense of connection to our schools and learning team.   

Sincerely, 

Dr. Dale Bischoff – Superintendent 
Dr. Paul Wozny – Deputy Superintendent 

Board Meetings are held 
on the third Wednesday  

of each month in the Auro-
ra Academic Charter 

School Learning  
Commons.  

Meetings begin at 
6:30pm. Anyone who 

wishes to attend is wel-
come.  

The February Board 
meeting is scheduled for 

February 20, 2019 
and  

the March Board meeting 
is scheduled for March 20, 

2019. 
 

LUNCH ROOM  

SUPERVISORS 
NEEDED  

We are in need of 
lunchroom supervisors 
between 11:25 a.m. 
and 12:25 p.m.  

If you are available any 
day of the week please 
contact Mrs. Bali @ 780
-454-1855.  

**Lunchroom supervi-
sors are paid $20.00 for 
their shift each day. 

 

Donation to Aurora School 

Enbridge has generously donated $500 to Middle School as a part of 
their community outreach program on behalf of an Aurora Middle 
School parent volunteer.  Enbridge employees who volunteer 40 hours 
or more in one year outside of working hours can nominate any non-
profit organization of their choice to receive a $500 grant.  This Enbridge 
employee is also a long-time Aurora parent who asked to remain anony-
mous.  She just requested the funds be used to "make Aurora a better 
place."   Thank you, Enbridge and anonymous Aurora parent!        
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POWERSCHOOL GRADES  

AND  

ATTENDANCE TRACKING 
 

Did you know that there is an app that can help you keep track of your child’s grades and attendance? 
Download the PowerSchool app on both iOS and android devices. 

 

 

    

School District Code:  RKHW 

Thank you to all the parents, students, teach-

ers and staff for the amazing 12.5 years at Auro-
ra.  I was part of the school's move from the previ-
ous location, renovations at this location and ex-
pansion in recent years.  There has been many 
changes at Aurora, but the dedication to student 
learning has not changed.  The close family we 
have here is irreplaceable and I will miss everyone 
very much.   

I am excited to begin my new career with Alberta 
Education in mathematics assessment, but sad that 
I will not have the opportunity to teach at Aurora 
any longer.  I wish everyone great success and con-
tinue to believe that "All hard-work yields a 
profit."  

Vanessa Tran 

New Assistant Principal 
Dear parents, 
My name is Ian Gray, and I am extremely thankful 
to have been selected as the new assistant princi-
pal of AACS Middle School.  Ms. Vanessa Tran 
leaves very big shoes to fill as she was not only 
one of the most diligent, dedicated and caring in-
dividuals I’ve worked with but is someone I con-
sider a friend, and I am certain that I am not the 
only person who will miss her. 
 
Most recently I have been the Director of Technol-
ogy for AACS, a role filled with challenges that I’ve 
thoroughly enjoyed.  Prior to that, I was an ele-
mentary teacher for thirteen years and a school 
principal for eight. 
 
I am very excited to work closely with the stu-
dents, parents, and teachers of our unique school, 
and hopefully make a positive 
impact on the people and the 
organisation.  If you need any-
thing at all, my door is always 
open. 
 
Respectfully, 
Ian Gray 
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Students from New Zealand Visit  
Aurora 

Our special visitors from New Zealand, Malaya and Elan Hinks, gifted Aurora's Learning Commons 
with three books from New Zealand authors.  They are displayed in the Learning Commons for stu-
dents to read and borrow.   

We gave them three books from Canadian authors for their school library in return.  They promise to 
stay in touch.  What an amazing friendship we have! 
 

My name is Elan Hinks and I`m from New Zealand, where I live in a small town called Feilding. This is 
about 2 hours from the capital - Wellington. I’m a year 7 student at St Josephs School in Feilding. I 
love hockey and other sports with physical movement. At home I have a pet cat called Zeus and a 
rabbit called Flopsy. Thank you for letting me spend the day at Aurora Academy School. I really en-
joyed the time spent at your school Mr. Dang, hope we meet again soon :) 
 

Kind regards, 
Elan. 
 

Hi my name is Malaya Hinks, I`m 8 years old and I live in a small town called Feilding which has 
about 15,000.00 people in it. Our country New Zealand has about 4.8 million people and it is on the 
other side of the world. I`m passionate about ballet, jazz and hockey. At St Joseph School I'm in year 
5 and my favourite subject is maths and art, there is about 150 kids at my school which is not many. 
Sometimes I walk to school or scooter.  
Thank you for the amazing day at Aurora and it was fun being the student principal and making new 
friends. 
 
Kind regards, 
Malaya 
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Jr. Leadership 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated to 
our Adopt-A-Teen campaign by buying 
candy grams. With your help and gener-
ous donations we were able to raise $570 for the program.   
 
Adopt-A-Teen is a Christmas gift program of the Christmas Bu-
reau of Edmonton that provides a $50 Walmart gift card for 
Edmonton teens aged 13 to 17 years old. 
 

  

  

Grade 5 and 6 Canvas Painting 
 
The grade 5 and 6 students enjoyed a creative art series from Teacher’s Pet 

on December 20, 2018. Grade 5 students created Inukshuk paintings and 

grade 6 students created a First Nations Landscape. 
  

Thank you to School Council for partially funding this in-school field trip and 

to our parent volunteers who helped throughout  the day. 
  

 

 

PARENTS 

Immunizations will 
be held on  

February 13th.  
Grade 9’s will have 
their second round 

along with some 
students in other 
grades. (They will 

have recently 
signed permission 

forms)   

MIDDLE  SCHOOL NEWSLE TTER  
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Hoodie MUFTI Day 
This year student council raised a total of $757 from the $2 Hoodie Mufti Day. 
Funds from this event will go towards various events in and around the school 
this year. 

Grade 9 raised $140 towards their grade 9 farewell from this total. 

Note to Parents: 

If your child loses their homework book or forgets/loses their lock combina-

tion (because it will need to be cut off), they are to tell their homeroom teach-

er.  Then they will be required to pay for another one and this will be added to 

the students Family Zone account.  They are not to bring cash to the school 

for these items. (Then they can come to the office and will be given a replace-

ment.) 

Grade 7 Social Studies 
In the grade 7 Social Studies curriculum, the students have been learn-
ing about the military strengths of the British and the French.  As a fun 
wrap up to the unit, the students played a few rounds of Battleship. 

MIDDLE  SCHOOL NEWSLE TTER  
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    Upcoming PD Days 

School Info 
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February 1, 28 and March 1st  

are scheduled  

Professional Development Days for 
teachers.  

There is no school for  

students on these days.  

Operation Education Fundraiser is a cooperative fund-
raiser that partners local schools with Boston Pizza res-
taurants to earn cash back. Staff, students and families 
can dine at any Northern Alberta Boston Pizza and help 
their school earn 5% cash back on the pre-tax total of 
submitted receipts.  
 
1. Eat at Boston Pizza between September 1, 2018 and 

June 27, 2019  
2. 2. Save your receipts  
3. 3. Submit your receipts to Mrs. Bali or Mrs. Joblinski 

by June 27, 2019  
 

Last year Aurora Middle School collected over $5000 in 

Boston Pizza receipts,  

Operation Education 

It’s as simple as save and eat! 

Middle School Door 
Hours 

For students in grades 5-9 
ONLY, the south doors will 

be open at 8:20 a.m. 
 

Also, please remember 
that students need to be 
in school by 8:30 in order 
to be on time for home-
room attendance.  When 
students are late, it is dis-
ruptive to their learning 

as well as to the others in 
the class.   

All hot lunch orders are made 
online at   
www.healthyhunger.ca  

February 14 

   Subway 

March 15 

Freshii 

 February 27 

Boston Pizza 
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Homework Calendar Website  

Update 

Due to the redundancy in information provided in the Agenda book and the 
Homework Calendar, beginning February 4, the Agenda book will continue 
to be used for daily homework, but the Homework Calendar website 
(available through PowerSchool and the School website) will only be used to 
post due dates of tests and projects and the calendar will be renamed ac-
cordingly.  

Please refer to the Agenda book for assigned daily homework and parents 
are still asked to check students' homework and sign the Agenda daily per 
the Commitment Form. You may choose to use the Tests and Projects calen-
dar to continue to help students build long term planning skills.  

 

 

We are proud to announce that the Aurora Middle School Talent Show will 
be happening again this June (exact date TBD).  This is a great time to show-
case the amazing talent, abilities, and  leadership qualities of all middle 
school students.  

The show is not only focused on performance but also allows students to 
learn about production, promotion and marketing, and video and audio 
technology. Please encourage your child/ren to participate in whatever facet 
they feel compelled to experience. 
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Theatre Club 
The Citadel Theatre Club along with Ms. Wilson, Ms. 
Leong, Ms. Tran, and Ms. Joblinski have been busy 
attending Miss Bennett: Christmas at Pemberley in De-
cember and Sweat in January.  At both events, students 
were able to learn about acting techniques and how a 
scene can change depending on the tone or context. 
We even had students brave enough to participate at 
both presentations!  The group is looking forward to 
our next play, Matilda. 

 E3 Summit 
Inside Education held the Edmonton Energy Efficiency Sumit for grades 7 to 9 before the 
winter break. Aurora was lucky enough to get a spot and the students that attended with 
Mrs. Joblinski and Miss Wong had a great time! They learned about indoor agriculture, en-
ergy efficiency programs in our city, energy saving techniques in their homes, programs to 
support their learning, and were able to tour MacEwan University.   

 

On December 5 and 6. I was given the opportunity to attend the Energy Efficiency summit hosted by In-
side education. During the summit, we had the chance to meet many speakers. We also had the oppor-
tunity to go 2 tours. Aurora went Kate Chewgin Junior High and we also went on the MacEwan Sustaina-
bility Tour. During the MacEwan tour, we got to see how we are able to grow plants using fishes. This 
method is called aquaponics. We also learned how to grow plants without soil. This method is called hy-
droponics. During the Kate Chewgin tour we got to see how we can produce electricity using water, wind, 
solar, and by riding a bike. Something we learned that could save electricity in your home is, even when 
you're not charging your phone. If your phone charger is plugged in it is still using electricity. I had an 
amazing time during E3 and learned so much! 
             - Shreya Sharma 
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E3 was an unforgettable trip filled with fun and different learning experiences. We had many different 
speakers come talk to us about energy efficiency in Edmonton, saw MacEwan's hydroponic and aqua-
ponic systems and their tower gardens. We visited Kate Chegwin School and tried different ways to cre-
ate energy such as wind energy, solar energy, hydro energy, man-made energy using bikes, and using 
hydrogen for power. We learned that we can make a difference no matter how small the action and 
that energy efficiency is crucial for our futures. "Hope is a verb with its shirtsleeves rolled up" was one 
of my favorite quotes from the summit. 

      - Mariam Agyemang 8D 

At the Urban Food Systems, hosted by MacEwan University, I had a marvelous experience. They had in-
formed us about different ways to construct all year-round gardening systems. They opened up our eyes 
to permaculture, which is just the broad topic. Investigating further, we were told about hydroponics, 
aeroponics, microgreens, and last but not least aquaponics. I absolutely enjoyed learning about this and 
it has inspired me to also find my own new innovative all year round growing system.  

       - Reahman 7C 

The trip to the E3 Summit was one I know I won't forget. Learning about aqua- hydro- and aeropon-
ics shed light on topics that I had never really heard about. The most inspiring moments of the trip was 
hearing from the young leaders, Chelsea Donelon, and Elizabeth Gierl, and how they made impacts to 
their communities. My favorite part was hearing from experts from all over Alberta and giving and hear-
ing innovative potential solutions to a few present-day problems. I was very thankful that I was invited 
to go on this trip, and would recommend it to anyone who has the opportunity to.  

                                                                                 - Maya 7B 
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On December 5th and 6th, 8 students from Aurora Academic Charter Middle School went to Grant 
MacEwan University to attend a summit on Edmonton Energy Efficiency (E3). We learned about urban 
food systems and how to not use up so much energy. Many expert speakers regarding this topic came 
to the summit to share their ideas. The students learned about different ways to grow food. One of the 
most complex methods was aquaponics. It is when plants get their nutrients from consuming fish waste. 
Ts save energy, you could replace light bulbs with LED light bulbs because they use up less electricity. 
On the second day, Aurora students went to Kate Chegwin Junior High to conduct some experiments 
regarding different, non-harmful ways to produce electricity. some alternatives were water, a bicycle, 
and wind turbines. These two days were an excellent opportunity for young students to learn about 
how to care for the earth. We look forward to another E3 summit soon! 

      -Laksh 7C 

At E3, I learned about energy efficiency and environ-
mental sustainability. I discovered lots of new to ways 
to live sustainably I didn’t know about such the aqua-
ponics. I thought that was really cool. Aquaponics is 
when the waste of fish is used as fertilizer to grow 
plants. The fish can then also be eaten. Not only is this 
sustainable, it is cost-efficient too. People living on 
acreages or food deserts can find this system beneficial 
because they won’t need to travel far distances to find 
food. 

                       - Eisha Arvikar 

At E3, I learned a lot of things I found interesting such as LED light bulbs and smart power bars. It also 
made me curious to learn, in winter break, more about the bee hives on the MacEwan University roof 
and how they keep those insulated during the winter. Another topic we learned in E3 that interested me 
was the tower garden and I related it to the one in Mrs. Joblinski's classroom and it was mind blowing 
and it really showed how much technology has advanced. They were even able to grow it in their base-
ment which meant that they had to use artificial lights and it still worked! I also like the fact that we went 
to E3 to learn about energy efficiency because I was really into the eco car and the energy saving meth-
ods of driving and my personal opinion is that driving is the main cause of global warming, not including 
the factories that produce all that gas for the cars to use. The eco car really motivated me to think about 
building my own miniature version of an energy efficient car and add different kitchen ingredients to 
make it run. 

      -Reetu Arvikar 7A 



 

Page 14 MIDDLE  SCHOOL NEWSLE TTER  

February 2019 

 Science Olympics 
150 grades five through nine students took part in our Winter Science Olympics compe-
tition before the break. Students were challenged to build towers to support tennis 
balls. With the time limits and materials limits, students had to be creative, thoughtful, 
and efficient!  Take a look at some of the pictures to see what they built!  A big thank 
you to the science team for putting this event together. 



Operation Warmth: 
Student Council organized a clothing drive with Opera-
tion Warmth in December.  Over 1500 items were col-
lected, including 131 jackets and snow pants.  Congrat-
ulations to 5D who earned 714 points for their items 
collected and winning pizza for their class.  A job well 
done to 5B, 5C and 8B for earning over 600 
points.  Thank you to all parents, students and teachers 
for helping make this campaign a huge success. 
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MUFTI  

Days 

for 
Middle School 
----------------------------------- 

Thursday, February 14, 
2019 

Red, 

Pink, or 

Pants/bottoms  
must match the solid theme col-

or 
 be solid black bottoms,  

blue jeans or  
uniform pants. 

 
Wednesday, February 27, 

2019 
(in support of  
Anti-bullying) 

Pink  Shirt  Day 

With uniform pants. 

 

Pink Shirt Day will be our Mufti Day on Wednesday, Feb. 
27. Students are encouraged to wear a pink shirt (with 
uniform pants) to bring attention to bullying prevention 
and awareness. Safe and Caring Schools Alberta has set 
up an initiative for students to buy a pink shirt branded 
with the school's name. The cost is $13.50 + GST, and 
$2.00 from every shirt purchased for Aurora School will 
return to us for use in anti-bullying programs. To order, 
please visit https://pinkshirtdayalberta.ca/ and follow 
the links. Students who choose Local Pickup must pick up 
their shirts; if you would like it shipped to you, a small 
shipping fee will apply. The deadline to order is Thurs-
day, February 7, 2019.  

https://pinkshirtdayalberta.ca/
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Middle School Score Board 
Aurora Middle School Main Gym recently installed a new 
scoreboard made possible through the Physical Education 
department and fundraising from Student Council.  Come 
check it out during one of our home games.  

School Security 

In an effort to increase school security, two new measures 
have taken place over the holidays.  A number of addition-

al security cameras were installed throughout the inside 
and outside of the building in areas that needed extra 

monitoring. The front doors are now locked during non-
peak hours and entry is now through a more secured cam-
era and buzzer system located on the right side of the ex-
ternal front doors.  The office can now easily unlock the 

front doors with a single button.           

The non-peak hours when the front doors will be locked 
are: 

9:00AM - 11:00AM and 12:45PM - 2:45PM 

There is a sign at the front doors with this infor-
mation.  During the busy peak hours, on especially busy 

days, or evening functions, the front doors will remain un-
locked.    

Extra-Curricular  
Activities at Aurora 

Here are some of the activi-
ties Aurora Students are for-
tunate enough to be able to 
take part in throughout the 
school year if they choose to: 

Choir 
Guitar Classes 
Talent Show 

Trading Card Club 
Chess Club 

Art Club 
Sports Teams 

Student Council 
K-Pop club 

Art Club 
Theatre Club 

Board Games Club 
Running Room Team 
Christmas Carolling 
Junior Leadership 

Intramurals 
Rubik’s Cube Club 
Science Olympics 

Coding 
Please feel free to encourage 
your child/ren to partake in 
any of the aforementioned 
that take place throughout 
the year!! (Subject to change 

from year to year)  

Thank you to all of our teach-
ers who take the time out of 
their days to provide these 
extras to our students at Au-
rora!!!! 
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Athletics 

The boys Jr. Basketball team and the girls Sr. Basketball teams are both in full swing. Try-
outs took place before the holiday break and League games started the first week back. 
Good luck to all of the athletes participating this year.  

Badminton tryouts will occur early in March.  Watch the P.E information board for details! 

Physical Education 

All of the students in Physical Education will be participating in two awesome activities 
early in 2019! 

During the week of January the 21st all P.E classes were treated to dance instruction from 
3rd Street Beat. The trained instructor engaged all of the students in awesome classes 
and all of the students learned a lot! 

Girls Basketball 
Congratulations to our girl's basketball team 
for winning silver at the Dr. Lila Fahlman Jr. 
High Hoopfest tournament on January 25th 
and 26th. The girl's team battled hard 
throughout the tournament and represented 
Aurora well! Way to go girls! A special thanks 
also goes to our volunteer coach, Coach Jon-
jon, who brings a wealth of playing and 
coaching experience from other school dis-
tricts. Let's continue having a great season!"  
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SKATING 

In February, all students will be skating at 
the outdoor rink that is across from our 
school.  All students are required to have 
properly fitted skates and a CSA approved 
hockey helmet.  Please see the information 
below on how to fit your child’s helmet 
properly.  

We have a limited amount of equipment 
that can be borrowed, so please buy good 
quality used equipment or borrow from oth-
er students, family, or friends. In addition to 
the helmets and skates we ask that all stu-
dents are dressed appropriately for cold 
weather so that we can still enjoy the time 
safely at the rink.   

Junior Boys Basketball 
 

Well it has been a busy and fast start to the 2019 basketball 
season.  This is the first year Aurora has had a junior boys 
basketball team. The boys are lucky to be sporting brand new 
uniforms this season.  The uniforms have been paid for by the 
profits of 6 hot 
lunches over the past 2 years. The team had the chance to 
break in their new uniforms during a league game as well as 5 
tournament games over the course of 3 days.  The boys have 
gelled as a team and are looking forward to a successful bas-
ketball season. Thank you for all of the parent and fan sup-
port during our games as well as to the students who are vol-
unteering to run the score clock during home games. 
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AWARD INFORMATION FOR FAMILIES OF AURORA 

Student Awards and Recognition.  At the heart of Aurora School’s philosophy is the pursuit and 
recognition of effort and excellence in all aspects of school life. The motto, “All hard work 
yields a profit” is interpreted beyond the pecuniary implications and refers to the innate self-
satisfaction derived from the personal accomplishment. Beyond this quiet personal satisfac-
tion, we believe there is a role for public recognition in the form of prizes and awards.  

Aurora Academic Charter School Administrative Regulation Category: F. Student Policies Code: 
AR 6130 Policy Name: Student Evaluation . 

1. Term 1, 2 and year-end awards will be given as follows: Grade 5 and higher:  A) Outstand-
ing citizenship – one per class.  B) Academics – top three in each class. Results are based on 
the average of the four core subjects. Students must have a passing grade in all subjects.  C) 
Diligence and/or Improvement – one per class. Student who demonstrates hard work and/
or improvement throughout the term.  

2. The following awards will be year-end awards only: Principal’s Awards for academics, 
leadership, and sportsmanship will be given at each grade level 5 and above. An individual 
winner from Grade 5 and above will be selected by the teachers of those grades. An honor 
roll will be kept for students in grades 5 to 9. The names of those students who achieved an 
average of 80% or higher on their four core subjects, with no subject below 70% or a B, will 
be posted in the foyer and published in the school newsletter following each report card.   

                   GRADE 6 PAT PREP EVENING 

            Who: Grade 6 Parents (no children) 

            When: Tuesday March 12, 2019 @ 6:30 pm 

              Where: Aurora School in the Learning Commons 

                     Goals of the evening: 

                          - Communicate dates of all exams and times 

                         - What do the exams consist of 

                                  -  How can you help your child study at home 

                                   - What can you do at home to mentally prepare your child 

                                  - What is good writing (PAT Part A English in May) 

                                  - Samples of written work 

                                  - Question and Answer portion for parents 

 

                              If you have any further questions, please contact Mrs. O’Connor at   

                               joconnor@auroraschool.ca or contact the school. 
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Day Exam Start Time 

Tuesday, May 7 English Language Arts  Part A 

Grade 6 & 9 ONLY  

9:00 a.m. 

Monday, June 17 English Language Arts 

Grades 5-9 

9:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, June 19 Social Studies   

Grades 5-9 

9:00 a.m.  

Monday , June 24 Science 

Grades 5-9 

9:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, June 26 Math  

Grades 5-9 

9:00 a.m. 

 

Wednesday, June 26 Math Part A 

Grade 6 & 9 ONLY  

12:30 p.m. 

 **French Final for Gr. 7-9 will be 
scheduled by teacher in class 

 

TOP MARKS UNIFORM   
EXCHANGE 

 Please call the Top Marks Customer Service Department at  
1-800-667-7105 ext 239  

                         to arrange for an exchange.   
                          Our school code is AUR01 

                               Top Marks will be at Aurora School for exchanges on 
                                 Wednesday, February 20th from 3:00pm – 4:00pm. 

Final Exam Schedule 
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Castle Rock 

Study Guides for Students 
This spring, students in Grade Six and in Grade Nine will be writing Provincial Achievement Tests and 
all Middle School students will be writing final exams in Mathematics, Language Arts, Social Studies 
and Science. 

Throughout the province, many students use products created by Castle Rock Research to help facili-
tate the review process for these exams, as well as unit exam preparation and general study through-
out the year.  Castle Rock Research has implemented a new procedure for orders from Aurora Aca-
demic Charter School families.  Orders may now be placed directly online at:   

https://schoolorders.solaro.com/1939 

Castle Rock Research provides educational discounts for school purchases (retail price $29.95) and 
will ensure that parents ordering online will get the preferred school pricing.  Please note that the 
portal will be available only until March 22, 2019 so orders may be placed at any time prior to this 
closing date.  Castle Rock Research will individually package, aggregate, and deliver orders to Aurora 
Academic Charter School campus for distribution.  All orders placed by March 22, 2019 will be 
shipped by mid April 2019.    

The following resources are being provided for purchase: 

(They are available for your convenience but are completely optional.) 

The KEY Study Guides – Mathematics, English Language Arts, Science and Social Studies courses 
across grades 3 to 12.  These guides are ideal for review and assessment preparation and feature 
questions from past Diploma exams and Provincial Achievement Tests, where applicable.  The correct 
answers and detailed solutions for questions are also provided. 

Student Notes and Problems (SNAP) Workbooks – Instructional content, practice exercises, and unit 
assessments covering the breadth and depth of select Science and Mathematics courses.   

Problem Solved – All the questions from the respective SNAP books are presented along with the de-
tailed solutions. 

Class Notes – An excerpt of each SNAP workbook that focuses students on the explanatory notes for 
each topic. 

SOLARO – A digital resource that is web or mobile (iOS, Android, and Windows) enabled and 100% 
aligned to the curriculum outcomes for each course.  Students get unlimited access to robust online 
content for all of the courses offered in print, with content that spans the SNAP workbooks and the 
year-end assessments found in The KEY Study Guides.  SOLARO is also offered for 20 other courses 
that are only available digitally. 

DID YOU KNOW?? Solaro notes and practice tests can be accessed through the Edmonton Public Li-
brary with an EPL account.  Visit the EPL website and search "Solaro" for more information on creating 
an account.     

https://schoolorders.solaro.com/1939
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School Council Message 

Our MONTHLY meetings are on the FIRST WEDNESDAY of every month. 

These are a great way to stay in the loop, share feedback, and meet other parents! 

Our next meeting: 

Wednesday, February 6, 2019 at 6 pm in the Learning Commons. 

 

Please check the school website under  "School 

Council" tab for  the most updated information 

and our meeting minutes, including a link to join 

the meeting online  

(https://meet.google.com/agj-dfvh-mpw). 

 

Agendas for  the upcoming meetings will be emailed a couple of days before. If you are unable to attend but would like to send 

us feedback, information or if you have questions, please email us at schoolcouncil@auroraschool.ca. 

Tartan Uniform Accessories are back: 

Headbands ($11 each) and Ties ($15 each) go great with the uniforms! Please send us 

an email to make arrangements.  

 

Volunteer Opportunities: 

West Edmonton Mall Waterpark www.volunteersignup.org/WXCA8 

 

Fundraisers: 

For our third fundraiser, ,our goal was to sell 5,600 vouchers.  We were only able 

to sell 1,420.  Instead of raising $7,000, we were only able to bring in $1,775.  This means we really 

have to do well for our next one.  

Traffic Flow in Front of the School:  

Please continue to follow the flow of traffic, West to East, in front of the school, 

during drop off and pick up times so we may keep our students safe! 

https://meet.google.com/agj-dfvh-mpw
mailto:schoolcouncil@auroraschool.ca
https://www.volunteersignup.org/WXCA8
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For our last fundraiser, we will be selling Waterpark tickets for $20 per ticket. There are a limited 

number of tickets available. The event day is on Sunday, April 14, 2019 from 9 am – 11 am, with the 

option to stay for the rest of the day at no extra cost. Our goal is to sell 1,800 tickets to fund our stu-

dent activities. Your children should have received the forms by now. If you need another form, it is 

located on our website in the School Council tab. (Current Fundraisers). After our first week’s collec-

tion of forms and money, we sold 59 tickets!  Our next collection will be January 31st, February 7th, 

and February 14th.  Depending on demand and how close we are to reaching our goal, we may extend 

the duration of the fundraiser. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mabel's Labels: 

Go to the website: campaign.mabelslabels.com and select our school Aurora Academic Charter School (Edmonton) 

 

 

 

Cerebral Palsy clothes bin (green):  

The next time you have clothes you no longer need, please bring to the school and drop them off in 

the bin that is located in the new parking lot where the old and new lots join. 

 

 

    

 Do you have a Facebook account? Put in a request to join our group “Aurora 

School Council” for  reminders. 

 

 

 

Thank you for all your continued generosity! 

 

Do you have a twitter account? Follow us @aacsSchCouncil. 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/a4e815_bd4aab7f28164ed3b430b77f22841c2c.pdf
https://mabelslabels.com/fundraising/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/109618249818623/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/groups/109618249818623/?ref=bookmarks
https://twitter.com/aacsSchCouncil
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A U R O R A  A C A D E M I C  

C H A R T E R  S C H O O L  
12245-131 Street NW 

Edmonton, AB T5L 1M8 

Phone: (780) 454-1855 

Fax: (780) 454-8104 

E-mail: aurorasc@auroraschool.ca 

www.auroraschool.ca 
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All Hard Work Yields a Profit! 

February 

1 Professional Development Day—No School 
6 Policy Committee Meeting    4:00-5:30 p.m. 
6  School Council Meeting     6:00-8:00 p.m. 
13 Immunizations—Gr.  9 (some 7’s and 8’s) 
14 MUFTI DAY  - Red, Pink or White 

14 Hot Lunch—Subway 
18  Family Day Holiday — No School  
20  Top Marks Exchange     3:00-4:00 p.m. 
21  Board Meeting      6:30 p.m. 
25 Limited Access to PowerSchool 
26  Friday Schedule 
27 MUFTI Day—Pink Shirt Day (with uniform pants) 
27 Hot Lunch—Boston Pizza  
28  Teacher’s Convention—No School        
 

March 

1 Teacher’s Convention—No School 
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