
In This Issue 

 Study Period 

 Messages  

 Construction 

 Pick-Up and Drop-Off 

 Bell Schedule 

 Volunteers Needed 

 Ms. Harman’s Musings  

Welcome Back! 
I hope that you had a pleasant sum-
mer. For most people, today is the 
1st day of school, but we are already 
well into the swing of things at Auro-
ra! 

We will be including news and 
events, and we are looking for your 
help on a number of issues and 
questions.  

Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter 

as well @AACSElementary 

I look forward to hearing your feed-
back as we work together to keep 
Aurora Elementary as the best 
choice in public education in Edmon-
ton! 

Aurora Elementary  Newsletter 
 September 2019 

NEWSLETTER 
11 Phonics Night for Parents 5:45—6:45 p.m. 

11 School Council Mee ng and Elec on 6:45 p.m. 

12  Internet Safety for G. 3 & 4 Students 

18 Board  Mee ng 6:30 p.m. 

23 Professional Development Day (no school) 

26 Terry Fox Run (bring $2 for charity) ‐ uniform day 
 

30 MUFTI Day  ‐ Orange Shirt Day in recogni on of an
‐racism and Reconcilia on  

30 Hot Lunch—Boston Pizza (Orders due Sept 20) 

October 7, 8 Picture Day 

September  

Important Dates 

Phonics Night  

Sept 11   5:45—6:45 p.m. 

 

School Council Meeting /Election 

Sept 11    6:45 p.m. 

 

Come to One or to Both! 



Superintendents’ Corner 
 

We welcome and look forward to an inspiring 2019/20 school year at Aurora Academic 
Charter School distinguished by hard work, respect, academic excellence and a safe 
and caring learning environment.  

Construction is underway for the new Elementary Main Entrance (Northwest corner of 
building) and will take place during the next 12 months.  The North Parking lot will be 
fenced off for construction except the for the Handicap Parking stalls that will remain 
open for use. 

We wish all Aurora students, parents, staff and com-
munity members a superb 2019/20 school year 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Dale Bischoff—Superintendent 

Dr. Paul Wozny—Deputy Superintendent 

Phonics Night 

Sept 11 5:45-6:45 p.m. 
New to Aurora? 

Come to our Phonics Information Night to learn about our Spelling and 
Reading system. 

This hour long presentation will help you to help your child with home-
work! 

RSVP to twoodman@auroraschool.ca 

Come for the Phonics Info then Stay for the 
School Council Meeting!  



Messages 
If you must make chang-
es to your children’s pick-
up time, Study Period, 
bus arrangements, etc. 
please write a note in 
their homework books.  

If it is an emergency, we 
ask that you phone the 
office before 2:00 p.m. as 
the office is unable to en-
sure that messages are 
delivered if they are later 
than this time.   

A note in their agenda 
with special arrange-
ments regarding early 
pick up for appointments 
etc. will enable teachers 
to plan accordingly for 
your child to be at the 
main office for you to pick 
them up before 3:10 p.m. 

Peanut Aware 

The Alberta Government passed 
Bill 201: Protection of Students 
with Life-Threatening Allergies 
Act . 

Aurora School has revised BP 
6101 and AR 6101 to be compliant 
with legislation. 

If your child has a life-threatening 
allergy or medical condition, you MUST update their information on Fami-
lyzone, contact the Principal and teacher, and complete a Student Medica-
tion Management Plan. 

If a student has an Epipen, it should be carried on them at all times so that 
it is readily accessible on the bus or playground. Epipen belts are available 
online so that they can be carried discretely and securely. 

Aurora has become Peanut Aware. While we cannot guarantee a peanut-
free environment, please avoid packing nut products in lunches and 
snacks. Some of our students have other allergies, so your child’s teacher 
may contact you with more information. We all work together to keep the 
children safe! 

Please do not send other medications to school without speaking to the 
Principal. 

School Earnback 
Want an easy way to give to the 
school? 

Boston Pizza will make a cash donation to Aurora School 
of 5% of every receipt turned into the school. 

There is a basket outside the Elementary School Office 
where you can drop off receipts (just tell your server—you 
will need the itemized receipt, not the credit card one). 

Donations will be used to help fund clubs for the students 
at lunch! 

Thank you, Boston Pizza, for an easy fundraiser! 

French Help Website 

Do you need help with the French 
homework? 

Our wonderful French teacher, Mme Marko-Kwasny, 
has made videos of all of her lessons so that your child 
can watch them words and actions at home! (You can 
too, if you need a little refresher.) 

Our thanks to Madame! 

 

https://sites.google.com/a/auroraschool.ca/french-vocabulary/ 



Please—Drive Safely and SLOWLY 

The entire school area is a 30km zone 

 A minute can save a life! 



Traffic and Parking - see map 
 
 Construction is underway on the North-west corner of the school for elementary 

entrance. Please be aware and comply with posted signs. As a result, no parking 

is allowed in the north lot of the school. 

 Parking is also available to the south along the street bordering the playground. 

 Please do not park in the BUS ZONE bordering west field. 

 Parents please drive ONE-WAY in front of the school toward the east along 122 

Avenue ( North side of the School) to minimize traffic congestion. 

 Visitor parking is available in the South Parking Lot (big lot), but is closed from 

8:15 am - 8:30 am to ensure student safety. During these times, vehicles are 

not allowed to enter or exit the south parking lot.  

 Do not park or stop in the Bus Zones along the east side of 131 Street until the 

busses have left for the day at 3:30 pm. 

 Do not make U-Turns on any 

streets surrounding the 

school.  

 
 

Thank you for helping us to 
keep the students safe and 

happy. 
 

LOST AND FOUND 

See something you recog-
nize? 

Please label all items—especially uniform 
pieces. We already have quite the collection 
of sweaters and jackets! 

 



Terry Fox Run September 26 

A Toonie for Terry 
The Terry Fox Run is a non-competitive event where people get 
together as individuals, families, and groups to raise money for can-
cer research in Terry's name. It is a day of celebrating Terry's lega-
cy and helping to keep alive his dream of finding a cure for cancer. 

Terry Fox’s dream was to run across Canada, to raise money for 
cancer research. His goal was to run over 8,000 km from the east 
coast of Canada to the west coast of Canada. He named his run, The Marathon of Hope and started it on 
April 12, 1980. He ran for 143 days and was then forced to stop because the cancer returned. Now every 
year, more than 8,000 schools across Canada hold a Terry Fox Run to help Terry’s dream for a world with-
out cancer come true.  

All students in the Elementary will be running the Terry Fox Run on September 26. We invite you to send a 
$2.00 donation to Terry’s Cancer Charity. This is part of our Safe and Caring Schools Initiative to help stu-
dents to see their role in caring for others in their community! 

Construction Updates 
As you might have seen, our Elementary Entrance is 

under construction! 

Construction is on schedule and the temporary hallway 

is constructed. Students do NOT have any access to 

the construction zone and are completely walled off 

from the construction area. Demolition will be ongoing 

through the autumn. We ask that you continue to drop 

off (before 8:30 a.m.) and pick up (at 3:30 p.m.) in the 

BACK FIELD area. 

Our thanks to the Aurora Board, Dr. Bischoff and Dr. 

Wozny, Mr. Darr, Mr. Demars, and EMCEE construc-

tion for the amazing opportunity and for their focus on 

keeping 

our stu-

dents 

safe! 

Internet Safety 

We will have Saffron Center come in once 
again in September and give a presentation 
called "Internet Safety: What happens after I 
press send?" to our grade 3 and 4 classes. Stu-
dents learned about gaming safety, website 
safety, cyber bullying and integrity online.   

Our thanks to Mrs. Dias for once again organiz-
ing a very important and informative session. 



Study Period—By Sign Up Only 
It is great to see our students diligently working during study period.  This year, the Elementary will be fol-
lowing the Middle School practice of sharing study teachers. Students will have a schedule of spending 1 
week with their teacher and 1 week in their buddy classroom with the other study teacher. Students will al-
ways be supervised by a teacher in a classroom. 

To avoid distracting the students, please do not knock on the door to pick up your child halfway through 
study, as it disrupts everyone.  

All students were sent home a Study Period sign-up sheet. Teachers want to keep students safe, so it is 
imperative that we know if they are staying for Study Period so we can take attendance. You are welcome 
to sign up for one day or for all five days, but we ask that you do not use it as a “drop-in” program unless 
there is an emergency that day. 

If you must make an emergency change (doctor's appointment, etc.) please write a note in the homework 
book - that's a guarantee that we will get the message in time. Phone calls to the office might not get re-
layed in time. 

You are always welcome to pick up students at 3:10 p.m. before study begins or to wait in the main recep-
tion (in the comfy chairs!) until 3:30 p.m. when study finishes. 

 Thank you for your cooperation and support. 

Orange Shirt Day Sept 30   

Orange Shirt Day is a legacy of the St. Joseph Mission (SJM) 
residential school commemoration event held in Williams 
Lake, BC, Canada, in the spring of 2013.  It grew out 
of Phyllis' story of having her shiny new orange shirt taken 
away on her first day of school at the Mission, and it has be-
come an opportunity to keep the discussion on all aspects of 
residential schools happening annually.  
 
The date was chosen because it is the time of year in which 
children were taken from their homes to residential schools, 
and because it is an opportunity to set the stage for anti-
racism and anti-bullying policies for the coming school 
year.  It also gives teachers time to plan events that will in-

clude children, as we want to ensure that we are passing the story and learning on to the next generations. 
 
Orange Shirt Day is also an opportunity for First Nations, local governments, schools and commu-
nities to come together in the spirit of reconciliation and hope for generations of children to come. 



Drop-Off /Pick-Up Areas and Times 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* unless you have made arrangements for another parent or Middle School sibling to watch your child  

 

 

 Elementary pick-up and drop-off is at the BACK FIELD near the parking lot.  
 All doors are locked at 8:30 a.m. 
 

 Please use the FRONT ENTRANCE after 8:30 a.m. 
 
 Full day Kindergarten students must be picked up at 3:10 p.m. 
 
 Please do NOT interrupt Study (3:10-3:30 p.m.) 
 
 Elementary students are not allowed in the park without an adult and/or Middle 

School sibling. It is NOT supervised. 
 
 Students must be picked up by 3:30 p.m. 
 
 At 3:45 p.m., late students will wait in the Principal’s Office for someone to come inside to 

pick them up. We will begin phoning emergency contacts if we cannot get ahold of you.  
 

The Children’s Safety is our #1 Concern 

Outdoor Recess Every Day 
Please ensure your child has outdoor clothes and footwear suitable 
for the weather conditions. Please label your child’ s clothing. 

We go outside for recess every day, even if it is raining. 

We stay inside in heavy thunderstorms, when the air index is 7 or 
higher, or when it is –21  degrees Celsius or below. 

DROP OFF   PLACE 
8:15-8:30 Back Field 
8:30 Front entrance (with parent) 
8:37-3:10 (late) Front entrance 
PICK UP   PLACE 
3:10 Kindergarten classroom 
3:10 Students not in Study 
3:30 Back Parking Lot 
3:45 Late* - Principal's Office 



ELEMENTARY TIMETABLE  

2019-2020 

  

  

TIME MONDAY TUESDAY 
WEDNES-

DAY 
THURSDAY FRIDAY 

8:20 BUSES ARRIVE/PLAYGROUND SUPERVISION BEGINS 

8:30 WARNING BELL / FRONT DOOR UNLOCKED 

  HOMEROOM 

8:37 
          

9:18 

9:18 
          

9:59 

  RECESS   9:59 – 10:09 

10:09 
          

10:50 

10:50 
          

11:31 

  LUNCH     11:31 – 11:51 

12:16 
          

12:57 

12:57 
          

1:38 

  RECESS  1:38 – 1:48 

1:48 
          

2:29 

2:29 
          

3:10 

  BUSES DEPART (3:20) 

3:10 
Supervised Study Period (Optional)   

3:30 

 3:30  PICKUP AT BACK PARKING LOT (NOT OFFICE) 



School Council Corner 

Welcome Aurora Academic Charter School 
Families! 

School Council and Aurora Fundraising Society would like to welcome all families back for the 2019/2020 school 
year! We have sent this information in paper form as well with your child(ren). Please return the Engagement 
Opportunities form to Mrs. Bali. 

We are getting ready for the coming year and we want to make sure that all parents know how a few simple 
steps will help you stay up-to-date with our events throughout the year: 

1. Website: Visit https://www.auroraschool.ca/school-council to learn more about School Council and loca-
tion of meeting minutes and agendas. Check the school’s website calendar at https://www.auroraschool.ca  for 
upcoming events.  
 
2. Meetings: Our first meeting is Wednesday, September 11th from 6:45 PM – 8:00 PM (Learning Com-
mons) which includes our Annual General Meeting (presenting Annual Report for 2018/2019 school year, elect-
ing and welcoming our new executives), principal reports and upcoming events for the year; followed by Aurora 
Fundraising Society’s Annual General Meeting. 

*Special Note: if you are interested in a position (School Council: Chair, Co-Chair, Secretary, Treasurer; 
Aurora Fundraising Society: President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer), please send an email to school-
council@auroraschool.ca by Tuesday, September 10 @ 12 PM (description of positions are attached). 

3. Fundraisers: allow us to bring in funds to continue supporting the events for our students. We have a 
couple of on-going ones for the whole year: 

Mabel's Labels: go to the website campaign.mabelslabels.com and select our school Aurora Aca-
demic Charter School (Edmonton) 

Cerebral Palsy clothes bin (green): the next time you have clothes you no longer need, please 
bring to the school and drop them off in the bin that is located in the new parking lot where the old 
and new lots join. 

Upcoming Fundraisers:  
August/September - ADmazing Savings Ticket Pack (Forms coming out this week) 
October - Harvest Bundle 
November/December - World's Finest Chocolates 

 
4 E-Mail: You can always contact us with any questions at schoolcouncil@auroraschool.ca. 

Let us make this a great year! 

Do you have a Fa-
cebook account? 
Put in a request to 
join our group 
“Aurora School 
Council” for re-
minders. 

Do you have a 
twitter account?    

Follow us  
 

@aacsSchCouncil. 



Ms. Harman’s Musings 

The Aurora Family 
For the last three years, I’ve written about 
our core values of Diligence, Respect, 
Cooperation, Attendance and Accounta-
bility.  

August is an exciting time as the teach-
ers get ready for their new little ones. We 
clean and decorate—wanting our stu-
dents to have the most welcoming learn-
ing environment we can make. It remind-

ed me of the excitement of a new parent. 

You may have heard me say that Aurora is like a Family.  

Aurora is special because we all know each other and take care of one another. 
We treat each other with respect and caring. We might disagree sometimes, but 
we ultimately all know that we are doing the best we can for the children. We all 
want them to succeed. 

I encourage you to reach out to the other parents in your class to get to know 
them as well as your child’s teacher. I have seen so many instances of parents 
helping each other—and the school—because we know that raising and educat-
ing a child is the hardest, but most important job, that we can do.  

I encourage you to get involved, to attend School Council meetings, and to reach 
out if you have questions or concerns. Many hands make light work and many 
minds make good ideas!  

Many of us are not lucky enough to live near family. It is easy to feel over-
whelmed and isolated. At Aurora though, you are never alone: your children have 
their classmates, and you have a community of support in the teachers, staff, 
administrators, volunteers, and parents. 

Welcome Home, 

J. Harman,  
Elementary Principal & 
M. Healy,  
Assistant Principal 

Helpers 
Needed! 
If you would like to 
volunteer this year, 
we would welcome 
the help. We all 
work together to 
make this the best 
environment for our 
students! 

We are always 
looking for people 
to photocopy, lami-
nate, and cut out art 
projects. We also 
love having volun-
teers for special 
events. 

We also need volun-
teer photogra-
phers for the year-
book! 

Email elemen-
tary@auroraschool.ca 
for more info! 

Aurora Academic Charter School       780-454-1855    
12245—131 Street NW      Email us at: elementary@auroraschool.ca  
Edmonton, AB  T5L 1M8      Visit us on the web at www.auroraschool.ca 

Paid Lunch Supervisors 
Needed 11:20-12:20 

Once a week or everyday! 
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