
Aurora Elementary  Newsletter  May 2019 

NEWSLETTER 

 

May  
1 

Hats On for Mental Health—wear a hat with your 
uniform 

Popcorn Day for those who ordered 

1 School Council Meeting 6:00 Learning Commons 

15 Board Meeting 6:30 p.m. Learning Commons 

17 
Professional Development Day 

 - No school for students 

20 Victoria Day - No School 

30 
Grade Five Orientation Night for Grade 4 Parents 

7:00 p.m. Learning Commons 

31 
Hot Lunch (Dairy Queen) for those who ordered. 

Mufti-Day Rainbow Challenge 

 

June  

5 School Council Meeting 6:00 Learning Commons 

6 Grade 3 English Final Exam 

7 
Professional Development Day 

 - No school for students 

13 Grade 3 Math Final Exam 

14 
Grade 4 English Final Exam 

Discovery Day for KG 2019-2020 classes 

19 Board Meeting 6:30 p.m. Learning Commons 

20 Grade 4 Math Final Exam 

26 Grade 4 Term 3 Honour Roll 

Important Dates 

In This Issue 

 Time for Fun and Learning 

 DancePlay 
 Pick-up Procedures 
 Final Exam Schedule Gr. 3 & 4 
 Club Updates 
 Computer Safety and Skills 
 

 Parental Involvement 

 Parent Survey 

 Grade Five Orientation 

Volunteer Appreciation 

 AACS School Board & Superin-

tendents’ Corner 

 School Council News 

 School Improvement 

 Professional Development 

 Mrs. Harman’s Musings 

Moved? New 
Phone Number?  

Remember: Update 
Your Contact Info 

We would like to remind Parents to 
update your contact phone numbers 
in Familyzone.  

This includes adding the names and 
contact phone numbers of any family 
members that are picking up your 
child from the school. You can add 
this information to Emergency Con-
tacts. This will enable us to contact 
you, or your designated emergency 
contact if the need arises. 

YEARBOOK ORDERS  

DUE MAY 24 

Order Online at https://

www.auroraschool.ca/yearbook  

https://www.auroraschool.ca/yearbook
https://www.auroraschool.ca/yearbook


Time for Fun and Learning 

DancePlay: Watch our Moves! 

Our Thanks to School Council for helping to fund this with $1000! 

Thank you, Mrs. Dias, for organizing this week-long event! 

 

DancePlay 
Students in the Elementary enjoyed 
a fun-filled week of dance courtesy 
of DancePlay.  

DANCEPLAY is an innovative and 
award-winning program that al-
lows students to explore simple movements from a variety of dance styles from around 
the world (Hip Hop, Urban, Ballroom, Bollywood, Lyrical, Jazz/Funk and more!). DANCE-
PLAY School Programs are specifically designed to promote positive mental health, meet 
curriculum expectations for H&PE and Dance and guarantee to meet Daily Physical Activi-
ty requirements. Voted #1 on the Discovery Education Channel!  

DANCEPLAY school workshops have received international accolades for their positive im-
pact on school climate, mental health and self-esteem as students learn and live the 3 
Rules of PLAY: Be Positive. Be Fun. Be Yourself.  



Grade 3                Grade 4  
June 6   English          June 14  English  
June 13  Math            June 20  Math  
 

All exams will start at 9:00 a.m. 
Please ensure that your child has a good breakfast and  

arrives on time for the exam. 

Time for Fun and Learning 

Regional Science Fair 

Winners 

We are pleased to announce that the following 

Grade 4 students were recognized at the 2019 

Edmonton Regional Science Fair. Congratula-

tions! 

Divisional Winner Silver: Nandika Senthilkumar  

Divisional Winner Silver: Zenia Pereira 

Divisional Winner Bronze & Young Chemist 

Award:  Iris Boreyko 

Young Chemist Award: Sharshaad Bariana  

Follow the Elementary at our Twitter ad-

dress:  @AACSElementary 

Pick-Up Reminder 
Reminder that students are not to be 
picked up at the front doors after 
school. Students can choose to be picked 
up at either the East field of the middle 
school building (where there is supervi-
sion from 3:10pm - 3:45pm) or the ele-
mentary doors/playground area.  Stu-
dents will only be picked up at the front 
doors if it is for an appointment or if par-
ents are physically in the building (and 
not in a car) to pick up the student.   
The front doors area after school get very 
busy with cars and traffic and so it be-
comes dangerous for students to be wait-
ing there since there is no supervision in 
that area after school.           



CUBS News 
The grade 4 CUBS have been leading our Earth Day schoolyard 
cleanup efforts. The students then work to make sure there is no litter 
left on the field. Our schoolyard has never looked so clean!  

The CUBS have also been making posters and talking about tolerance 
and kindness. Our CUBS club is a service organization to ensure we 
focus on being a Safe and Caring School every day! 

Time for Fun and Learning 

Computer Safety and Skills 
 
In the fall, we had special presentations from the Saffron Centre about how to be safe 
online. 
 
This spring, Ms. Oh and Mr. Balchan have been helping the grade two and three  
classes with their typing and coding skills in the Learning Commons. Other classes will 
also have fun programs as well. 
 
Our thanks for this fun-filled unit on 21st Century Literacy! 

Clubs and Intramurals 
Music Makers, our Junior Choir program, has finished. Mrs. Powell and Mrs. Steinke helped 
students learn more about the joy of music during Study Period! Ukelele club continues until 
the end of May led by Ms. Marko-Kwasny. 

Fitness Club runs each morning in the back field before school at 8:20 a.m. Mrs. Kennedy, Mrs. 
Steinke, Ms. Marks, and Mrs. Williams set up fitness equipment and games for any student 
who wants to participate. Instead of waiting at the front entrance, drop off your child at the back 
field beside the buses for some morning PEP! 

Grade 4 Hockey Intramurals continues with the Teachers vs. Students Playoffs. We have some 
amazing talent on staff (plus some benchwarmers like me!) There have been some great 
games.  

New this year, our Art Club for Grade 4 students has started at lunch. Ms. Shields is teaching 
students who are interested a bit more about sketching and drawing. There may even be time 
for a little fun with origami! 

A heartfelt thank-you to the Teachers who give their own time to en-
sure that our students have an amazing place to go to school! 



Grade Five Orientation Night 

All Grade Four Parents Invited—Learn more about Middle School  

May 30 7:00 p.m. Learning Commons 

Parental Involvement 

 
Save the Date: 

Thursday, June 27, 2018 
Elementary Volunteer Appreciation Day 

Thank-you  to all the parents who have been volunteering: for special events such as 

Winter Heritage Day, for special projects such as the newsletter and Candygram crafts, 

Parent Survey:  

We Want to Hear From 

You! 

Each year, we do our own  

Aurora Elementary Survey to see how satisfied you are with the education and systems at 

Aurora. We use your feedback!   

These surveys will help us to determine how well we are meeting our charter goals and 

how we might improve our school. All surveys are completely confidential. 

Surveys will be sent home with the 

youngest child in your family on Tues., 

May 21st. Please remember to return 

your Parent Survey to your child’s 

teacher by Friday, May 31st.  

Research Project—Focus Group Discussion Invite 

Recently we sent out an email and notice home to parents inviting you to participate in a focus group discus-
sion.  This is an exciting study looking to develop strategies to strengthen home and school communication and 
parent-teacher interviews.  The results of this study will have a positive result in student academic success and 
well-being.  
  
The study is funded by Alberta Education and is being conducted by Aurora School and Edmonton Public 
Schools in partnership with researchers from University of Alberta and Simon Fraser University.  Full details on 
this project can be found further on in this newsletter.  Please email aurorasc@auroraschool.ca if you are able 
to participate in this research study. 

 Dr. Paul Wozny, Deputy Superintendent (Key Contact) 

mailto:aurorasc@auroraschool.ca


Board Meetings  

Board meetings are held on the third Monday of each month at the Aurora  
Academic Charter School Learning Commons. Anyone who has a student  
registered at the school is welcome to attend.  
The next Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 15 at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Learning Commons. 

AACS Board of Directors 

Superintendents’ Corner 
Our Aurora research project investigating parents’  
perceptions of social connectedness and parent-
teacher interview processes at Aurora is in need of  
additional Aurora parent volunteers for focus group  
discussions during the month of May 2019.  We need at 
least another 12 to 15 Aurora parent volunteers. The 
interview process during the focus group discussions 
will only take a few hours of your time. Our Aurora  
Research project is in partnership with University of  

Alberta, Simon Fraser University and Edmonton Public Schools.   We will be holding focus 
group discussions with voluntary Aurora parents during the month of May, 2019.  This study 
will be used to develop strategies to strengthen engagements with teachers, improve parent/
teacher interview processes, and build social connectedness between families and our 
school community.   Participant contributions will be held in strict confidence and no  
participants will be identified in any results reported from this study.  If you have an interest 
to participate in the focus group discussion please contact your school Principal: Jacquie 
Harman (Aurora Elementary) Email:   jharman@auroraschool.ca or Peter Dang (Aurora  
Middle School) Email:  pdang@auroraschool.ca or Aurora Researcher Nicole 
Ofosu:  lartey@ualberta.ca or by May 3, 2019. 
The school year is progressing quickly and we appreciate your assistance as our students 
work hard to prepare for their final exams.  Please ensure that your child is completing his/
her homework on a regular basis and studying in preparation for their final exams. There is 
considerable advantage to studying regularly in a comfortable and supportive environment 
on a daily basis, both at school and at home.  Our teachers are also available from 3:10 pm 
to 3:30 pm to assist students in the study hall. At Aurora, we stress and reinforce the  
importance of hard work and study in all subjects and we appreciate your support, both at 
school and at home to make this a reality. Our students have a very high record of  
achievement in Mathematics, Language Arts, Science and Social Studies that is largely a 
result of school and parents working together with their child to ensure hard work, regular 
study, and ongoing best efforts toward educational success and excellence.  Do not hesitate 
to contact your child’s teacher for further supports as we work together to finish with  
excellence in effort and achievement with every Aurora student! Education is a key to  
success and we appreciate your support and continued high expectations for your child’s 
learning success and achievement. 
 

mailto:jharman@auroraschool.ca
mailto:pdang@auroraschool.ca
mailto:lartey@ualberta.ca


School Council 

 



Contact Us 

Aurora Academic Charter School       780-454-1855    

12245—131 Street NW      Email us at: elementary@auroraschool.ca  

Edmonton, AB  T5L 1M8      Visit us on the web at www.auroraschool.ca 

School Improvement 

Mrs. Harman’s Musings 

Music to Move By 
Our brand new Audio-Visual system is going strong in the Bear Den gymnasium. A special 
thank-you goes out to Mr. Calistus Oragudosi, Technical Support, for making this plan come 
alive. Students and teachers can enjoy the new sound system during Physical Education 
classes, and we all can enjoy this space for assemblies and presentations. 

A special thank you to the Board, Dr. Wozny, and Dr. Bischoff for this great improvement to 
our learning space! 

Diligence, Respect, Cooperation,  
Attendance, and Accountability 

As the weather warms up (then snows again), we have 

been enjoying a jam-packed schedule of enrichment and 

activities.  

While April was a short month because of Spring Break 

and Easter, we still had a focus on learning. Kindergarten 

visited the John Walter Museum for some old-fashioned 

fun and Grade 1 went to the Muttart Conservatory to learn about plants. 

Grade 2 had an in-class presentation about Acadia where they learned about lighthouses 

and made butter (yum-yum!) Grade 3 have an in-class Field Trip about Butterflies this week, 

and the Grade 4 students had a presentation about being a Waste Warrior as well as mak-

ing a special craft with Crankpots! It’s been a busy month! 

We also have more clubs and fun activities taking place outside school hours: before 

school, at lunch, and during study. None of this would be possible without our incredible 

teaching staff. Our teachers literally have been working overtime to provide extra, fun-filled, 

educational experiences for every student while ensuring they are safe and add value to the 

students’ experience in school. We know that these special moments are the ones that 

many of our students will carry forward their entire lives, so the extra hours are worth it! 

 



 
 

 

Regional Collaborative Service Delivery &  
Children, Youth, and Families, Addiction and Mental 

Health Edmonton Zone  

Caregiver Education Sessions  
Spring Session / May – June 2019 

 

Parent Participant Feedback  
 

“Thank you so much for coming out to 
share this knowledge with us.  

Great job!” 
 

“Very engaging and straight forward.  
I enjoyed the combination of personal 

stories/examples with educational 
information and strategies.” 

 
 

 

 

These free sessions are intended to provide parents, caregivers, teachers, and community members 
with basic information about addiction and mental health challenges that can impact children and 

youth. Presentations are hosted in schools but are open to all adults to attend. 

 

 
 

 
Parenting Teens in the 21st Century: 

Respectful Limit Setting with Adolescents 
Focus is on caregivers of teens grades 7-12 

 
Wondering how you’ll survive the teen years?  Parenting teens is harder than ever for most parents today.  
In this session you will explore the challenges of being a teenager and parenting a teenager.  You will learn 
how to establish healthy, respectful boundaries with your teen so that you can spend less time arguing and 

more time enjoying each other’s company. 
 

Register at: 
www.cyfcaregivereducation.ca or www.surveymonkey.com/r/caregiversessions 

 

DATE:  Wednesday, May 1, 2019 
TIME:  6:00-7:30 pm 
LOCATION:  Louis St. Laurent School 
11230 43 Avenue, Edmonton, AB 
Notes:  This session is for adults only. 

 

DATE:  Tuesday, May 7, 2019 
TIME:  5:00-6:30 pm 
LOCATION: Jasper Place High School  
8950 163 Street NW, Edmonton, AB 
Notes: This session is for adults only. 

DATE:   Wednesday, June 5, 2019 
TIME: 5:30-7:00 pm 
LOCATION:  Dan Knott School 
1434 80 Street NW, Edmonton, AB 
Notes: This session is for adults only. 

Please contact the Education Team  
with questions or if you need  
to cancel your registration.   

 

 CYFCaregiverEducation@ahs.ca  
780-415-0074 

 
 
 

 

http://www.cyfcaregivereducation.ca/
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/caregiversessions
mailto:CYFCaregiverEducation@ahs.ca


 
 

 

Regional Collaborative Service Delivery &  
Children, Youth, and Families, Addiction and Mental 

Health Edmonton Zone  

Caregiver Education Sessions  
Spring Session / May – June 2019 

 

Please contact the Education Team with questions or if you need to cancel your registration.   
 

CYFCaregiverEducation@ahs.ca  
780-415-0074 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Breaking the Cycle of Anxiety: A Step by Step Approach 

Focus is on caregivers of kids and teens in grades K-12  
 

Anxiety is one of the most common mental health complaints in children and teens today. This session will 
distinguish between normal anxiety and anxiety that is no longer helpful or productive. It will help caregivers 
to identify signs that a child or adolescent is experiencing problems with anxiety. Caregivers will gain step by 
step strategies to assist their child/teen to manage their anxiety and improve their mental health. Resources 

for parents will be provided as well as tools designed to reduce anxiety. 
 

Register at: 
www.cyfcaregivereducation.ca or www.surveymonkey.com/r/caregiversessions 

 

DATE: Wednesday, May 1, 2019 
TIME: 6:00 – 7:30 pm 
LOCATION: Strathcona County Family and 
Community Services 
#200, 501 Festival Avenue, Sherwood Park, AB 
Notes: This session is for adults only. 

DATE: Thursday, May 16, 2019 
TIME: 6:00 – 7:30 pm 
LOCATION: École Leduc Jr. High School 
4412 48 Street, Leduc, AB 
Notes: This session is for adults only 

DATE: Wednesday, May 8, 2019 
TIME: 6:00 – 7:30 pm 
LOCATION: Calder School 
12950 118 Street NW, Edmonton, AB 
Notes: This session is for adults only. 

DATE: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 
TIME: 6:00 – 7:30 pm 
LOCATION: Parkland Immanuel Christian 
School      
21304 35 Avenue NW, Edmonton, AB 
Notes: This session is for adults only. 

DATE: Tuesday, May 14, 2019 
TIME: 6:00 – 7:30 pm 
LOCATION: Archbishop O’Leary School 
8760 132 Avenue NW, Edmonton, AB 
Notes: This session is for adults only. 

 

 

Parent Participant Feedback  
 

“I went to 3 of these sessions this fall and  
I learned valuable info at each one!” 

 

mailto:CYFCaregiverEducation@ahs.ca
http://www.cyfcaregivereducation.ca/
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/caregiversessions


 
 

 

Regional Collaborative Service Delivery &  
Children, Youth, and Families, Addiction and Mental 

Health Edmonton Zone  

Caregiver Education Sessions  
Spring Session / May – June 2019 

 

  

 
Junior High Jitters: Transitioning to the Teenage Years 

 
Is your child going into grade 7 and feeling nervous about it?  Is your child already in junior high and having 
difficulties adjusting to the pressures of junior high school?  This session will provide information about the 
developmental changes teens experience, as well as the challenges they may face as they transition into 
junior high school.  The strategies and resources provided will empower you and your child in dealing with 

the social, emotional and cognitive changes that come in junior high school 
while also boosting their mental health. 

 

Parents and pre-teens (Grades 6 – 8) are encouraged to attend this session together. 
 

Register at: 
www.cyfcaregivereducation.ca or www.surveymonkey.com/r/caregiversessions 

 

DATE: Thursday, May 2, 2019 
TIME: 6:00-7:30 pm 
LOCATION: John D. Bracco School 
3150 139 Avenue NW, Edmonton, AB 
Notes:  Parents and Teens (Grades 6 – 8) to 
attend together. 

DATE: Tuesday, May 28, 2019 
TIME: 6:00-7:30 pm 
LOCATION: St. Benedict School 
75 Alton Drive, Leduc, AB 
Notes: Parents and Teens (Grades 6 – 8) to 
attend together. 

DATE: Thursday, May 9, 2019 
TIME: 6:00-7:30 pm 
LOCATION: Esther Starkman School 
2717 Terwillegar Way NW, Edmonton, AB 
Notes: Parents and Teens (Grades 6 – 8) to 
attend together. 

DATE: Wednesday, May 29, 2019 

TIME: 5:30 – 7:00 pm 
LOCATION: T.D. Baker School 
1750 Mill Woods Rd E, Edmonton, AB 
Notes: Parents and Teens (Grades 6 – 8) to 
attend together. 

DATE: Thursday, May 23, 2019 
TIME: 6:00-7:30 pm 
LOCATION: Forest Heights School 
10304 81 Street NW, Edmonton, AB 
Notes: Parents and Teens (Grades 6 – 8) to 
attend together. 

 

Please contact the Education Team  
with questions or if you need to  

cancel your registration.   
 

 CYFCaregiverEducation@ahs.ca  
780-415-0074 

 
 
 

 

Parent Participant Feedback  
 

“Great session! Great to have the kids 
here too. Thanks for providing  

these topics.” 
 

“Well done! Glad we came.” 
 

“We will implement the content from 
this session. Very helpful! ” 

 

http://www.cyfcaregivereducation.ca/
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/caregiversessions
mailto:CYFCaregiverEducation@ahs.ca


 
 

 

Regional Collaborative Service Delivery &  
Children, Youth, and Families, Addiction and Mental 

Health Edmonton Zone  

Caregiver Education Sessions  
Spring Session / May – June 2019 

 

 

  

 
Parenting Strategies that Promote Positive Mental Health and 

Builds Resilience in Elementary School Children 
 

Approximately 1 in 5 Canadian children are affected by a mental health issue. Explore factors that 
contribute to mental health and wellness, and learn how you can be your child’s greatest mental health 

asset by using strategies that promote their mental health and wellness. Learn about the different types of 
stress and how some stress can be helpful in building children's resiliency and future success. 

 
Register at: 

www.cyfcaregivereducation.ca or www.surveymonkey.com/r/caregiversessions 
 

 
 
 
 
 

DATE: Wednesday, May 15, 2019 
TIME: 6:00-7:30 pm 
LOCATION: Dovercourt School 
13910 122 Avenue, Edmonton, AB 
Notes: This session is for adults only. 

Please contact the Education Team  
with questions or if you need to  

cancel your registration.    

 CYFCaregiverEducation@ahs.ca  
780-415-0074 

 
 
 

 

 

REGISTER 
EARLY! 

 

 

Parent Participant Feedback  
 

“I enjoyed the presentation. It was 
well-paced and at a level that was 
both informative and accessible.  

Thank you!” 
 

“Could have done this all day!  
Good opportunity to get thoughts on 

some specific things  
we’re experiencing  

at home.” 
 

http://www.cyfcaregivereducation.ca/
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/caregiversessions
mailto:CYFCaregiverEducation@ahs.ca


 
 

 

Regional Collaborative Service Delivery &  
Children, Youth, and Families, Addiction and Mental 

Health Edmonton Zone  

Caregiver Education Sessions  
Spring Session / May – June 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Getting Your Child Ready for Adult Healthcare 

 
Transition in healthcare often is described as the movement from one place to another - like when an 

adolescent moves from pediatric to adult healthcare. Transition also means the development of autonomy 
and independence that begins at puberty and ends at 18 years of age when they are legally considered an 
adult. Your child’s transition to adulthood may be stressful, full of uncertainty, and challenging because of 

chronic disease, disability or mental health concerns, but you are not alone. Thousands of teens and 
parents go through this experience each year. 

 
Come and learn about the differences between pediatric & adult healthcare, an adolescent’s right to 

confidentiality with healthcare practitioners, and how to help your child develop autonomy and 
independence for chronic disease management.  As parents, you have the ability to work with your child to 

help them be as independent in managing their medical needs as an adult. 
 

Register at: 
www.cyfcaregivereducation.ca or www.surveymonkey.com/r/caregiversessions 

 

DATE: Wednesday, May 22, 2019 
TIME: 5:00-6:30 pm 
LOCATION: Jasper Place High School 
8950 163 Street, Edmonton, AB 
Notes: This session is for adults only. 

DATE:  Thursday, May 30, 2019 
TIME: 6:00-7:30 pm 
LOCATION: St Anthony District Archives  
and Meeting Centre 
10425 84 Ave NW, Edmonton, AB 
Notes: This session is for adults only. 

Parent Participant Feedback  
  

“Great information. I find these 
sessions very helpful as a parent and 

a professional who works with 
children. Thank you!” 

 

Thank you! Appreciate that these 
presentations are being offered (with 

a wide variety of topics). 

  

Please contact the Education Team with questions  
or if you need to cancel your registration.   

 CYFCaregiverEducation@ahs.ca  
780-415-0074 

 
 
 

 

http://www.cyfcaregivereducation.ca/
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/caregiversessions
mailto:CYFCaregiverEducation@ahs.ca
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