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April  
6 School Resumes 

8 ONLINE Parent—Teacher Interviews (Term 2 Teachers) 

13 Alternative Dress Day: Dress your Best 

14 School Pictures (K, Gr 1 –4) in DRESS UNIFORM 

15 School Board Meeting online 7:00 p.m. 

15 School Pictures (Kindergarten Tuesday/Thursday only) 

17 ONLINE Students—School Pictures @ SMART Studio in 

23 Professional Development Day (No School) 

May 3 Parent Council Meeting online 6:30 

14 Professional Development Day (No School) 

20 School Board Meeting online 7:00 p.m. 

24 Victoria Day (no School) 

Important Dates 

Report Cards &  Parent Teacher Interviews 

Available ONLINE only 

View Report Cards on Powerschool from March 19 at 4:00 p.m. 

Online Interviews Thursday, April 8 from 4-7 p.m. by appointment 

at https://www.schoolinterviews.ca/code?code=rkzej  

Sign up for Interviews opens March 19 at 4:00 p.m. and closes on 

April 6 at 4:00 pm. 



Time for Fun and Learning 

Pink Shirt Day 

At Aurora we think of every single day as Anti-Bullying Day.  Students were encouraged to wear 

pink shirts on February 24 to stand in unity with all students observing Pink Shirt Day.   

Students did activities in their classes to talk about how to be a buddy, not a bully. Please click 

here for a youtube video that explains how Pink Shirt Day came to be. 

School Pictures in DRESS UNIFORM 

AT SCHOOL STUDENTS ONLY 

  

Elementary Photos for At-School students will be held on Wednesday, April 14 outside, weather 

permitting. 

  

UNIFORM is required (please wear your nicest uniform).  We have extra uniform pieces if you 

need something to borrow. Please email nmykytiuk@auroraschool.ca to borrow a uniform sweat-

er (first-come, first-served). 

  

           *   *   * 

  

AT-HOME STUDENTS ONLY 

  

SMART Photography is be holding a photo session for those students learning at home at their stu-

dio on Saturday, April 17 by appointment only. 

 

UNIFORM is required (please wear your nicest uniform). We have extra uniform pieces if you need 

something to borrow. Please email nmykytiuk@auroraschool.ca to borrow a uniform sweater (first

-come, first-served). 

We would like to do a group collage with all our students in uniform. It is important that at-home 

students are included as part of our school community, so they must be in uniform to have their 

school picture taken. 

  

Please see attached notice on the next page for booking details. 



Aurora Academic Charter Elementary School

April 14th
Tues/Thurs Kindergarten April 15  - Photo OUTDOORS * Weather



  A.   # 5, 10121 – 82 Ave 
Edmonton, AB T6E 1Z5 

  T.    780-944-0800 
TF.    1-877-838-0800 

E.  info@smartphotography.ca 
 

 
 
 

 

ONLINE BOOKING INSTRUCTIONS 

SCHOOL/FACULTY:  AURORA ACADEMIC CHARTER SCHOOL 

ACCESS CODE: AACS2021 

PHOTO DATES:  APRIL 17, 2021 

SITTING FEE: $10.00 (SITTING FEE IS REQUIRED TO HOLD YOUR APPOINTMENT.  AT THE TIME OF YOUR 

SITTING YOU WILL RECEIVE A $10 COUPON TO USE ON YOUR PHOTO ORDER) 

BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT WITH THESE EASY STEPS! 

1. Go online to www.SmartPhotography.ca/book/   

2. Enter your access code (above) and click “Submit” 

3. Select desired date and time from bolded availability on calendar 

4. Enter your information and pay the sitting fee using Paypal or 

Credit Card. 

YOU’RE DONE! CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR A CONFIRMATION  

Need to change your appointment? No problem! Click “Reschedule” on 

your Email Confirmation to pick a new time up to 24 hours before your 

appointment.  



Health Team  

Michelle, Our occupational Therapist, 
presented  the topic  “Organizational 
Skills and Workspaces for Student 
Success” on February 2. This was well 
received by the attendees.  
 
In  March, Chloe our Speech Language 
Therapist, also presented   
Information  to our parents on 
“Maximizing Speech and Language Skills 
in Everyday Environments”. 
 
Both the presentations were very well 
received as indicated by the attendee 
feedback . 
  
If you are interested, we have posted 
the information presented at these 
sessions on our school website. We 
wish to thank our Health team for their 
permission to share their work. 

PARENT PRESENTATIONS 
Staff had the opportunity to 

attend lunch sessions presented 

by Chloe and Michelle on various 

topics during the month of 

February.  

The topics  included: 

• pencil grasp for writing, 

• English language learners 

• Movement breaks 

• Google Read and Write 

STAFF  LUNCH AND LEARN 

Since November, our 
Health team members 
have received more than 
50 referrals and have 
provided services for 48 
students in the school, 
including at home 
learners.   

Health Team Members  

Aaron Bock  - Psychologist 

Chloe Huygen– Speech and 

Language Pathologist 

Michelle Curtis– Occupational 

Therapist 

If you have questions 

about Health Team  

Support  for your child   

please contact your 

classroom teacher or 

Mary Healy: Health 

Team Coordinator 

  Aaron Block  Biography 

Aaron is a registered psychologist in Al-
berta. He has served school divisions, stu-
dents, staff, and families since 2003 in 
counselling, assessment, consultation, 
and teaching capacities for provincial and 
federal school systems. He has held sever-
al leadership positions and was the Assis-
tant Deputy Register and Director of Pro-
fessional Guidance with the College of 
Alberta Psychologists. Aaron has experi-
ence as a member of central office provid-
ing system level and division wide sup-
ports. He has a passion for providing com-
plex needs and trauma services.  Aaron 
cherishes the opportunity to make a 
difference in a child's life and to improve 
the quality of life he serves in a collabora-
tive manner using evidence based ap-
proaches including and not limited to play 
therapy and cognitive behavioural thera-
py.  

 

We would like to welcome Aaron Block , 

who joined our Aurora Health Team in 

March. He will be working with the 

school to provide  psychological services 

in the area of  assessment, 

consultation ,  and counselling for 

students at school and on line.  

Sarah Gallagher, our previous 

psychologist,  has taken a position with 

AHS and we wish her well . We thank 

her  for services  she provided to our  

students since November.  

AARON BLOCK 



Board Meetings 
Board meetings are held virtually once a month. Meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. 

through Google Meet. Anyone who has a student registered at the school is wel-

come to attend. The next Board meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 15. 

AACS Board of Directors 

Acting Superintendent’s Corner 

What a truly exciting month February was for Aurora Academic Charter 

School! 

On February 12, 2021, we received word from the Honourable Adriana La-

Grange, Minister of Education, that we were granted a 15-year extension to 

our charter.  This is incredible news for our school community, and I wish to 

thank everyone who worked so diligently to make this happen: past and pre-

sent Board members, former Superintendent Dr. Dale Bischoff, and former 

Deputy Superintendent, Dr. Paul Wozny, staff, parents, and students. All hard 

work really does yield a profit. The confidence shown by Alberta Education is 

very much appreciated and valued, and we look forward to a very bright future for Aurora School.  

February also marked the opening of our much-anticipated Elementary Entrance. The space provides 

new washrooms, a handwashing station, meeting room, staffroom, and office spaces.  We can’t wait 

until we can officially invite all of you to the beautiful new space to enjoy, visit, and engage. In the 

meantime, please see the photos below. Our students and staff are truly enjoying the new space. 

J. Rockwood, Acting Superintendent 

J. Rockwood 

Acting Superintendent 





 

Fundraising Society 

Updates 

 

We are excited to announce that we will be having a 

50/50 raffle for the month of April!! 

Our goal is to have a jackpot worth $5000.00!! 

Details will be following soon!  We hope to make this fundraiser a great success!! 

      

What do we fund??  Great Question: 

• Support for Field Trips 

• Education Equipment 

• Crafts for special occasions 

• Sporting Equipment  

To name a few!! 

Reminder: 

  

campaign.mabelslabels.com and select our school Aurora Academic 
Charter School (Edmonton). 
 

Questions or Concerns: 

Contact us at: 

fundraising@auroraschool.ca 

Thank you to all of those parents who 

used FLIPGIVE.  We have raised a total 

of $153.00! 

And don’t worry!  You can still 

download the FLIPGIVE app to your 

phone and help Aurora fundraise: 

From your computer: 
Visit: www.flipgive.com/join 
Enter team invite code: XWK4X6 
Subgroup: elementary or middle school 
Create your account! 
Or download to your phone through your 
phone’s app store! 
 

E-Transfer donations will be made in lieu of payment for any fundraiser we 

do!!  Thank you to all the parents for their continued support. 



 

Updates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Did you know… 

On average we have about 5 parents attend 

our school council meetings, but we have over 

500 families in the school?!?  If you would like 

to have a say in what School Council does, 

please come and join our online meetings! 

Important Reminders for March: 

• March 19 – Report Cards will be available after 

4:00pm. 

• March 15th – No School – PD day 

• March 18th – School Board Meeting @ 7:00pm 

• March 22 – April 2 – Spring Break! 

• April 6 – First Day Back at School 

 

please join us on 

Facebook “Aurora School 

Council” 

 

If you have any questions or 

concerns please contact us at: 

schoolcouncil@auroraschool.ca 

 

E-Transfer donations will always be accepted!  Thank you to 

all the parents for their continued support. 

 



ANNUAL SURVEYS 
AB EDUCATION ASSURANCE MODEL 

Grade 4 Parents: The Government Wants to Hear from You! 

 

In March, parents of students in grade 4 will be mailed a survey code from Alberta Education.  These surveys are very 

important to keeping our Charter School active and improving. Please complete the survey on-line using the 
Random Access Code by April 23.  

For the past 3 years, we have had “Excellent” Level results across all measures! We need your 
survey results to ensure we are still on the right path and to plan any changes we need to 
make. 

If you need a replacement on-line code, please contact EDC.SystemAssurance@gov.ab.ca or 780-643-9193. Our school is 
Aurora School Elementary 6020 6006. 

All surveys are anonymous and ask questions about experiences with your school.  In addition to English and French, the 
parent survey is available in Chinese, Punjabi, Arabic, Blackfoot, Dene, Cree, Korean, Spanish, Tagalog and Urdu. 

Your participation in the survey helps provide important information on the quality of education your child is receiving, 
as well as setting our goals for the coming year. Students and Teachers also complete the survey. 

Achievement 

• Drama introduced through the French 

curriculum in grades 2-4. 

• Mindfulness introduced into the 

Health curriculum to lower anxiety 

• CTBS Scores: 84% of students above 

grade level on reading and 83% in 

math 

• SLA Scores: 96% of Grade 3 Stu-

dents were at or above grade level in 

both numeracy and literacy.  

• 100% of parents thought the school 

improved in the last 3 years              

• Google Classroom throughout K-4 to 

support parents and students 

• Expanded RAZKIDS online reading 

program K-4 

Continuous  

Improvement & Support 
• Full time Literacy and ESL support teacher 

• AHS Speech Language and Occupational Thera-

pists visit weekly (doubled support) 

• Weekly School Psychologist for support with 

school, non-school, and social/emotional ques-

tions (at parent request) 

• New Elementary Entrance completed with new 

washrooms, handwashing stations, student sup-

port office, and conference space 

• Gym floor renovation and repainting  

• Elevator to help anyone with mobility issues 

• Enhanced website for better communication 

• Teacher mentorship and Action Research 

• Small class sizes so teachers know families 

• At Home Learning for students during COVID 



•  
   Safe & Caring 

• Anti-Bullying Health Focus 

• Internet Safety presentations to parents and students 

• Pink Shirt Day, Anti-Bullying Week, Mental Health Day 

• Discipline focuses on respect and learning 

• New Health units on mindfulness and mental wellness 

• 3 Bus Supervisors; Bus Cameras and Beacons 

• Before and After School Crossing Guards  

• Doubled the number of students receiving support with 

both academic and personal issues 

• Re-imagined Craft Night to provide fun-filled, COVID 

safe activities for students at Craft Day 

• Read-in Week with virtual speakers, and focus on infus-

ing Indigenous content 

• Well-rounded COVID safety plan with 100% of parents 

and teachers say they feel the school is safe 

  Parental Involvement 
• 3 Town Hall Meetings to help create COVID plan 

• Parent Feedback Town Hall to help create 2021-2023 

Plan 

• Online School Council Meetings online to give advice to 

Principal monthly 

• Online School Board Meetings monthly 

• Online Parent-Teacher Interviews 3 nights a year 

• Google Classroom emails to parents 

• Parents are partners in discipline—we work together! 

• Restorative Discipline model— to teach along with par-

ents and to heal, not just punish 

• Annual parent surveys set school goals & 3 yearly sur-

veys about online learning and COVID safety 

• Discovery Day for new parents to make connections 

• Parents can run for all positions on School Board and 

Council—both elected by parents 

Preparation for Life

-Long Learning 

• Ready for High School & Uni-

versity through habits: home-

work, diligence, studying, 

tests, mental math, empathy 

• Grade 5 Info Night for g. 4 

parents and Discovery Day in 

Middle School for students 

and parents to help to transi-

tion students into kindergar-

ten and the Middle School 

• Students involved in commu-

nity through virtual speakers 

and partnership with Sher-

brooke Community League 

• Career Ideas in G. 4 Health 

 

Student Learning 
• Challenging, interesting work 
• Updated health, math, and English 

units and lessons 

• Focus on mental math and reading 
comprehension; cursive handwrit-
ing 

• Aurora Math resources aligned 
from g. 1-6 

• Transition planning from g. 4-5 to 
ensure students ready for Middle 
School 

• DRAMA: Students perform Plays in 
French in Grades 2-4 and skits for 
Anti-Bullying Week 

• G. 4 Math Contest competes Alber-
ta-wide 

• Aurora begins French classes 2 
years earlier than most schools 

• Partnership with Amiskwaciy Acad-
emy and Enoch School to infuse 
Indigenous perspectives and build 
knowledge 



Contact Us 

Aurora Academic Charter School       780-454-1855    

12245—131 Street NW      Email us at: elementary@auroraschool.ca  

Edmonton, AB  T5L 1M8      Visit us on the web at www.auroraschool.ca 

Diligence, Respect, Cooperation,  

Attendance, and Accountability 

 

I like to look to past newsletters to see trends and to reflect on our growth. For 3 years, my 

March theme was “Attendance”. I’ve written about how important it is for students, parents, 

and teachers to be fully engaged. Attendance is not just physical, it is the mental state of be-

ing ready to learn. 

 

A year ago, the March newsletter was the last one before we closed the school and switched 

to at-home learning. “Attendance” became virtual. 

 

After a full year of educating students through the strange environment of COVID precau-

tions, shut-downs, and quarantines—I realize that through it all, we still valued attendance. 

 

We attended school—maybe in different ways, and maybe through difficult conditions, but we 

attended.  

 

I wanted to share my gratitude for the special connection that makes us an Aurora Family. At 

various points in the last year, all parents became teachers (and teachers became ‘tech ex-

perts”)! I hope that you know how much we have valued your attendance too.  

 

I am so proud of how Aurora has been able to switch to online learning when classes quaran-

tine and for those students who chose to stay online each term. I truly believe we are offering 

an incredible and rich online program that stays true to our Aurora spirit. We would not be 

able to do so without your support and without our teachers being willing to take risks and 

learn new skills. We have truly been attending to learning, no matter where that is! 

 

As I write every year: Aurora students are special. They are special because of the love and 

guidance they receive at both home and school. We really are a triangle—parents and  

teachers each taking one corner of the bottom as we support students to reach the top. This 

year, the triangle has just been a little bit steeper, but we are here and we ready to learn. 

 

We will always show up for our kids. We value attendance. 

Mrs. Harman’s Musings 



Caregiver Education                        
Virtual Sessions 
Spring 2020 

These free sessions are intended to provide 
parents, caregivers, teachers, and community 

members with basic information about 
addiction and mental health challenges that 

can impact children and youth. Presentations 
are hosted in clubs and are open to all adults 

to attend.  

 Focus is on caregivers of kids in grades K-6 

Do you wish you have more information to help elementary 

aged children handle strong emotions? Did you know that 

self-regulation is an essential element to lifelong success?  

This session will define self-regulation and how it is used in 

everyday life. It will provide a helpful review regarding the 

development of self-regulation in children. The strategies 

and resources provided will empower and foster caregivers’ 

essential skills to increase children’s mental health and 

resiliency.   

Supporting              
Self-Regulation 

Date: June 9, 2020 

Time: 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Location: Online! A Zoom link will be emailed to             

registrants 2 business days before the session 

 Focus is on caregivers of kids in grades K-6. 

Executive functioning skills are essential for children to 

succeed, but what are they exactly? Take a peek inside 

the developing brain of a child to learn about these skills 

and how they impact learning, behavior, emotions, and 

social interactions. Caregivers will be provided with 

strategies and resources to assist their children 

developing inhibition, working memory and mental 

flexibility skills.  

Helping your Child 
Succeed in School 

Date: April 23, 2020 

Time: 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Location: Online! A Zoom link will be emailed to             

registrants 2 business days before the session 

For more information or to REGISTER contact the 

Boys & Girls Clubs Big Brothers Big Sisters of 

Edmonton Staff Fareeda Shoblaq at: 780.471.4079                                                              

Or go to:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/

BGCBigsCaregiverEducation2020 

Child, Youth & Family           

Addiction & Mental Health 

 Supporting the Digital Wellbeing of 

Families 

This session is for both caregivers and teens 
together (Grades 7-12). 

Technology is a huge part of our children’s lives and a 
common concern for most parents. Social media, video 
gaming, internet use, and cell phones may already be 
topics of debate within your family. This session will 
review how modern technology can impact the developing 
teenage brain - the risks and also the benefits. Parents 
and teens will learn ways to have a balanced use of 
technology to better support positive mental health.   

Technology and the 
Teenage Brain 

Date: Wednesday May 13, 2020 

Time: 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Location: Online! A Zoom link will be emailed to             

registrants 2 business days before the session 



 

   Lunch & Learn 
The CYF Caregiver Education Team is pleased to offer 
these FREE lunchtime webinars for parents and 
caregivers on mental health topics that may impact 
children and youth. 

Alberta Health Services  
Children Youth and Families Addic on and Mental Health Edmonton Zone 

 

Ques ons? 
Email us at cyfcaregivereduca on@ahs.ca 

  Monday, May 25, 2020 / 12:00 ‐ 12:45 pm 

Sleep and Your Family’s Mental Health ‐ Part 1 
In this 45 minute online session, we’ll discuss the importance 
of sleep for overall health and well‐being, what influences the 
quality of our sleep, the amount of sleep our kids need, and 
the factors that interfere with our sleep.  We  will also begin 
looking at healthy sleep hygiene strategies like sleep 
scheduling.  
 

 

Monday,  June 1, 2020 / 12:00 ‐ 12:45 pm 

Sleep and Your Family’s Mental Health ‐ Part 2 
In this 45 minute online session, we will con nue to look at 
healthy sleep hygiene strategies that parents and caregivers 
can use to help prepare their child’s mind and body for sleep, 
and we will discuss ways we can set up our child’s sleep 
environment to promote good quality sleep. 
 

For more informa on or to register, go to 
www.cyfcaregivereduca on.ca 



Mental Health and Resiliency Series 
Navigating Challenging Times Together 

Children, Youth & Families  
Addic on & Mental Health 
Edmonton Zone 

These FREE ONLINE INFORMATION SESSIONS are for parents and caregivers who are looking to 
strengthen their child’s/adolescent’s ability to thrive through life’s challenges.  Discover strategies that 
can help build resiliency and overall family wellness through household rou nes, strong rela onships, 

posi ve stress management, and effec ve communica on. 

RESILIENT HOUSEHOLDS 
How to Make the Juggling Act                  

More Manageable 
 

 Making Uncertain Times More Predictable:  
 Se ling into Rou nes  
 Date: Tuesday, May 5 2020 
 Time: 6:00 ‐ 7:00 pm 
 

 Giving Time and A en on to our Big Needs 
 Date: Tuesday, May 12 2020 
 Time: 6:00 ‐ 7:00 pm 

RESILIENT RELATIONSHIPS 
Taking Care of Ourselves While 

Strengthening Bonds with Our Children  
 

   Strengthening Connec ons with Ourselves,       
   our Kids, and our Communi es  
   Date: Tuesday, May 19 2020 
   Time: 6:00 ‐ 7:00 pm 
 

   Connec ng Through Child Directed Play          
   Date: Tuesday, May 26 2020 
   Time: 6:00 ‐ 7:00 pm 

 

RESILIENCY THROUGH            
CO‐REGULATION 

Managing Stress Together 
 

   Calming Our Bodies and Minds 
   Date: Tuesday, June 2 2020 
   Time: 6:00 ‐ 7:00 pm 
 

   Resilient Mindsets 
   Date: Wednesday, June 10 2020 
   Time: 6:00 ‐ 7:00 pm 

RESILIENT COMMUNICATION 
Through Praise and Collabora on 

 

  Posi ve Praise 
  Date: Tuesday, June 16 2020 
  Time: 6:00 ‐ 7:00 pm 
 

  Collabora ve Problem Solving 
  Date: Tuesday, June 23 2020 
  Time: 6:00 ‐ 7:00 pm 

CYF Caregiver Educa on 
Caregiver Educa on Virtual Sessions  cyfcaregivereduca on@ahs.ca 

Register for one or more sessions!     
Learn more about our virtual sessions at 

www.cyfcaregivereducation.ca 


